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Ministers’ Messages: (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis 

Summer is fast 
approaching! It's always a 
nice time of year - although 
the weather has been a bit 
unpredictable through most 
of May. Sometimes hot, 
sometimes cold - often 
rainy. But summer is 
coming and with it things 
slow down a little bit and 

people take a break. Day trips, trips to the cottage, 
vacations are all a part of this time of year. I thought about 
this a couple of weeks ago when I was asked to offer a 
blessing to a car that one of our church families had bought 
for their daughter. As we were outside the church taking 
part in the blessing litany - there was an accident right in 
front of us on Church Street! Fortunately, no one was hurt. 
It was mainly a "fender bender" - but the sound of the crash 
was a reminder of how important it is for us to take care on 
the roads, especially as they get busier with the nice 
weather.  
 
On May 11 I spent a good part of the day at The People's 
Church in Toronto. World Vision was hosting a conference 
on church leadership and one of the sessions was on 
visioning. Since PVUC is engaging in a visioning process 
right now I thought it would be an interesting session to 
attend and I came away with lots of notes and with a lot of 
good, solid advice and information. A lot of it was pretty 
basic, common sense stuff - but sometimes it's the basic, 
common sense stuff that, in our excitement and 
enthusiasm, we forget about. I shared some of what I took 
from that conference with the Church Council at its May 
meeting and will also share some with our Visioning 
Committee in June. 
 
Lynn and Hannah and I went to our annual reunion in 
Buckhorn with the families we travelled to China with in 
2005 to adopt. It's always a treat to get to spend three days 
with a group who have become our extended family and we 
look forward to many more of these reunions as the years 

go on. All of the parents in our group are, of course, 
wondering how it's possible that our girls have suddenly 
turned (or are about to turn) 13 years old! To me, it seems 
not that long ago that we attended an open house at Steele 
Street Public School in Port Colborne to learn about Junior 
Kindergarten! Now, high school isn't that far away! It can be 
head spinning how fast the years go by. (continued on p. 3) 
 
 
 
Rev. Karen Smart 

The summer will be 
exciting months at PVUC 
as we feel the Spirit moving 
in our lives.   
 
June 4 is Pentecost – when 
God gave the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and the work of 
the church began.  
 
On June 11, we welcome 

Dr. Thistle. That will also be the last Sunday School class 
until September. We will have a wonderful CE Luncheon.  
That afternoon, at 3 p.m., we, bless the beasts – the 
animals. Steven tells me he will anoint the dogs and cats 
and I can do the other animals. While in the past I have 
blessed a mule team, I told him I draw the line at mice and 
rats! 
 
On June 18, we celebrate and offer God great thanksgiving 
for our fathers and father figures and for the very special 
young people who will be confirmed in their faith. We will 
also recognize those who will be moving onto to college or 
university next fall.   
 
While July moves us into a time of summer holidays for 
many, we will continue to worship at PVUC at 10.am.  
There will be a Children’s corner in the overflow space for 
them during the summer break. (continued on page 3) 
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JUNE SERVICES 

 
Sunday, June 4 – Sacrament of Holy Communion 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
           Reception of New Members 
 Coffee Hour 
  
Sunday, June 11 – M&S Service – Dr. Paul Thistle 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
 Coffee Hour & CE Fellowship Lunch 
3:00 p.m. Blessing of the Animals Service 
 

Sunday, June 18 – Father’s Day 
10:30 a.m. Worship led by PVUC Men’s Group,  
 Sunday School/Youth Group 
 Confirmation & Sacrament of Baptism 
 No Coffee Hour 
 
Sunday, June 25 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Children’s activities in Overflow 
 Coffee Hour 
  
 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Upcoming Sacrament of Baptism services will be: 
 

Sunday, July 23, 2017 
Sunday, September 17, 2017 

 
If you are interested in booking a baptism, please contact 

the church office. 
 
 
 

Deadline for next Voice:  Friday, Sept. 15, 2017. 

 

TIME FRAME 
 
Week 1 
Mon. June 5 Visioning/Growth Committee 7:30 p.m. 
Wed. June 7 UCW Potluck 6:00 p.m.
   
Week 2 
Wed. June 14 Alzheimer’s Support Group 10:00 a.m. 
Thurs. June 15 Choir Executive 6:30 p.m. 
Week 3 
Tues. June 20       Pastoral Care Team 1:00 p.m. 
Wed. June 21       Scouting Group Committee 7:00 p.m. 
Week 4 
Tues. June 27      Church Council 7:15 p.m. 
   

 
WEEKLY MEETINGS 

 
Foot Care Clinic*      Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. 

(*Appointment is required)  
 (Last clinic is June 27, starts up Sept. 5.)   
 Note:  There are limited appointments in September.) 
 

Craft & Fellowship Group     Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.  
(This group will meet during the summer EXCEPT FOR 

July 18 and 25.) 
 

Choir Practice      Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  
  (Last practice is June 29, starting up again on Sept. 7.) 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER HOURS FOR CHURCH OFFICE 
 

Monday to Friday  
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Effective: July 4 to August 25 inclusive 

 
Pickering Village United Church 
SUMMER SERVICES AT 10:00 A.M. 

(Children’s Activity area available in  
Overflow every Sunday) 

  

    July 2 .................... (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis preaching        
    July 9 ....................Rev. Karen Smart preaching  
    July 16 .................. (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis preaching 
    July 23 .................. (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis preaching 
      Sacrament of Baptism 
    July 30 .................. (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis preaching 
    Aug. 6 ................... (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis preaching 
    Aug. 13 .................Rev. Karen Smart preaching        
    Aug. 20 .................Rev. Karen Smart preaching 
    Aug. 27 .................Rev. Karen Smart preaching 
    Sept. 3 ..................Rev. Karen Smart preaching 
 

 



 

 
PVUC VOICE   3      PVUC VOICE 

 

IN AND AROUND PVUC 
 
MINISTERS’ MESSAGES:  
(Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis (continued from page 1) 
Once again, I want to wish everyone a happy summer. As I think back to that 
car blessing, these were the questions I asked the family:    
 
Will you remain attentive, forgoing eating, talking, or texting while driving? Will 
you drive safely at the speed of traffic? Will you be sober when you drive, and 
offer your keys when requested of you? Will you forgo rushing red lights or stop 
signs? Will you change lanes safely with space in between your vehicle and 
others? Will you follow cars at a safe distance? Will you remain calm when other 
drivers show bad judgment? Will you pull over and rest when you are tired? Will 
you exercise extra care and caution when you need to drive in bad weather? 
 
These are good questions for all of us to answer "I will, with God's help” to. Safe 
travels everyone, whether your travels are near or far. And remember – God 
doesn’t take vacations – so worship continues! Even in the summer, we’re open 
every Sunday! 
 

Rev. Karen Smart (continued from page 1) 
I am looking forward to being on Parliament Hill on July 1st to celebrate 
Canada’s 150th Birthday and then having some quiet respite at home from July 
10 to August 6. 
 
Yes, it will be a time of celebration and of relaxation. Each step of the way, I know that “God’s word is a lamp for my feet, 
and a light for my path”. (Psalm 119 vs. 105).  
 
May you also know that the Spirit will guide you and God will light your path as you worship and care for yourself, your 
neighbours and God’s creation! 
 
Have a safe, happy, Spirit-filled summer. 
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PART-TIME POSITION VACANCY: The Property Committee of PVUC currently has an immediate 
opportunity for a Rental Steward position. This job involves assisting with one-time rental events at the 
church such as parties, meetings, recitals, etc. These events could take place in the evening or during 
the day, on weekends, etc. so this position would suit someone who is flexible with their availability. 
Duties would include letting the rental group into the church, remaining onsite for the entire event, 
assisting the group as needed with the function, and locking up after the event is finished. Pay is $15 per 
hour. If you are interested in this position or require more information, please contact the office ASAP. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE: Bob Dunlop, Finance 
As we approach the start of the Summer Season we are in poor financial shape. As you know, we need a considerable 
increase in givings to meet our Budget target. 
 
Please consider what you can contribute over the next few months and do what you can. Otherwise we will be trying to 
borrow money all summer. 

 
TUESDAY MORNING CRAFT AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP (TMCFG): Rowena Dunlop

Although the weather we have had lately has 
been fairly wet, we have had some sunny 
days and warmer times, so it would appear 
that Spring/Summer has finally arrived; but, 

despite this, TMCFG members are still 
attending in good numbers. Being a wise group of 
individuals they arrive earlier so they can leave 
earlier. Something about the garden “calling their name”. 
 
The gentlemen did their good deed and brought treats 
and cleaned up the kitchen on the Tuesday before 
Mother’s Day. They were so enthusiastic that they 
actually supplied the group with enough treats for a 
second week. Mind you, that did not apply to the cleanup. 
Thanks for the great treats, gentlemen!! 
 
Thanks to great activity at the ”Take-It” table, money has 
been sent in to purchase more SCAW kits. The ladies 
looking after the table are taking July & August off, so the 
table will be closed until September. The Scrap Booking 
Ladies are also taking a bit of a holiday. Something about 
golfing and grandchildren - not necessarily together! 

All other activities are in full swing. There will be at least 
10 or more milk mats ready to go to Karanda 
with Dr. Paul Thistle. Two bags of knitted/crocheted items 
are going to the Ajax-Pickering hospital. Items 
include 41 baby hats, 12 baby covers, 21 baby covers 
with matching hats and 10 adult lap covers. It may 
be going into summer temperatures, but those charming 
hospital gowns do not afford much warmth or modesty in 
those draughty hospital hallways. The sewing/crafters 
worktables seem to be using a lot of Christmas fabric and 
the quilters’ needles are going full speed on some lovely 
adult, as well as children, and baby materials. 
 
We will not be meeting on June 6 as there will be a dinner 
(at lunch time) for Retired Teachers. We will also be 
taking July 18 & 25 off for a well deserved break. 
Members also take holidays at other times that suit their 
schedule and then return to share their adventures. If you 
are looking for a pleasant way to fill in your Tuesday 
morning, come and join us in the Fellowship Hall. You’ll 
find laughter, fellowship and a great mid-morning snack. 
We also have air-conditioning! Hope to see you there!!

 

Wellness and Social Concerns Committee (WSCC): Pat Gottschalk 
Committee activities are winding down for the summer. 
 
Exercise Classes: The seated exercise class lead by Linda Lum has continued to be popular with all who attend. Last day 
this season will be Wednesday May 31. Classes will resume September 13, and will run Wednesdays at 10 AM in the 
chapel. Cost will remain at $2 per class. 
 
Foot Clinic: Last day will be June 27 and then our nurses will take a well-deserved rest. Foot clinic will resume Tuesday, 
September 5.  
 
Pastoral Care Team: The Pastoral Care Team is affiliated with the WSCC, as the “team” needed an umbrella committee. 
Several WSCC members are also members of the newly revamped Pastoral Care team. Karen Smart has provided the 
Pastoral Care Team with an excellent review and description of pastoral care for the volunteer visitors who are willing and 
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raring to go! There is a requirement that all volunteer visitors complete a police check, the cost of which will be absorbed by 
the Wellness and Social Concerns Committee. 
 
Food bank: There is a year-round need for food but food bank donations tend to drop off over the summer months. To help 
alleviate this food shortage, we will be having a reverse offering in June. The congregation is encouraged to take a slip 
identifying a specific food item during the service on May 28 and bring that item for donation on June 4. Of course, food 
bank donations are welcome any time, not just during the specific campaigns that are organized. 
 
See you in September!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barb Catto and a group of Muriel Bongard's old friends drove to Peterborough recently to celebrate the occasion of her 
100th birthday. Shown here at the Empress Gardens are: (from left to right) Dianne Catchpole, Bev Jowitt, Kathy Wallace -
 Muriel's daughter, Muriel Bongard, Barb Catto and Gloria Murkar. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

O God, 
Help me to believe 

the truth about myself – 
no matter how beautiful it is! 

- Macrina Wiederkehr 
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CHANGES 
Our Sympathy 
We regret to announce the deaths of:  
 Theodore McCracken, father of Marion Fraser 
 Sheila Railer, mother of Charles Railer 
 
   Remember days of gladness; Remember times of joy; 
   Remember all the moments that grief cannot destroy. 
                                                                                                            #494 Voices United 
 

Marriages 
 James Persaud and Mily Campos - May 21, 2017 

Marriage is to be honoured by all. 
Hebrew 13:4 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
 MCDONALD, Cassandra Alexia, daughter of Jarod McDonald and Lynlie Ferguson 
 PETRINI, Robyn Joyce, daughter of Sasha Petrini and Stella Johnson 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 
Ephesians 4:5 

 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
   ● We would like to thank everyone in UCW, UCW Tuesday morning Crafts, the Choir, and Church Members for their 
cards of condolence regarding the passing of Chris's sister -David's sister-in-law in April of this year. They were much 
appreciated on our return in May. Chris and David MacCutchan 
 
 
 
There are several milestone birthdays in our congregation: 
 
 ● Fran Sancroft turned 70.  
 
 ● Marg McCulla turned 85. 
 

● Dave Ryan is turning 90 and his family is throwing a party for him in 
Brampton on Sat. June 24.  All from PVUC are invited so if you wish to 
attend, please contact the church office for details.  

 
 ● Helen Doidge Hall will be 100 in July. 
 
Congratulations and best wishes for all of your birthdays!  
   
 

Your Monthly Groaner! 
 

My daughter asked me for a pet spider for her birthday, so I went to our local pet shop and they were $70.  Forget it, I 
thought, I can get one cheaper off the web.
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