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Ministers’ Messages: (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis 

A few days ago I came across 
an article in the news about a 
food bank in Cardiff, Wales. As 
the volunteers were sorting 
through donations one day they 
came across a bag with a 
couple of cans in it. The first can 
was pulled out and a puzzled 
volunteer looked at it. It was a 
can of Heinz soup. There was 
nothing especially unusual 
about that – except that it was 

labelled as “kidney soup.” The volunteer had never heard of 
Heinz “kidney soup” and inspected it more closely. She 
found a packing date on the can. That can of soup was 46 
years old! The second can in the bag was a can of Green 
Giant corn. It was from the 1980’s. It seems that someone 
just wanted to get rid of it and thought a food bank was a 
great way to dispose of something no one would want to 
eat. The cans are being kept and displayed at the food 
bank as a reminder to donors of what not to donate. Cans 
of soup or vegetables that are decades old are definitely on 
that list. 
 
I thought about that story last night as we shared in the first 
meeting of our group looking at the book “The Redemption 
of Scrooge.” We talked a bit about Charles Dickens’ reli-
gious views, and one thing I was able to share was that 
Dickens had a largely negative view of the church. He felt 
that the church was hypocritical – talking a lot about helping 
the poor, but doing precious little about it. And, I suppose, 
you could substitute pretty much any marginalized or 
oppressed group for the poor and have the problem apply 
just as well. Sometimes the church talks a good game – but 
doesn’t do much to help. But I’m not as cynical as Dickens. 
It’s only “sometimes” - and fortunately, I haven’t seen that 
as a problem at PVUC in the time I’ve been here. 
(continued, p.3) 

Rev. Karen Smart 
As we head towards the final 
Sunday of this Church year on 
November 26 we focus on 
remembrance. On October 29 
we celebrate the roots of our 
congregation which can be 
traced back 200 years.  
November begins by re-
membering the Saints that have 
gone before us. Then November 
11 is Remembrance Day.   
 

Remembrance Day makes me think of one of my favourite 
books which is entitled, “Sleeping With Bread – Holding 
What Gives You Life”, by Dennis Linn, Sheila Fabricant 
Linn and Matthew Linn. They write,  
 

“During the bombing raids of World War II, 
thousands of children were orphaned and left to 
starve. The fortunate ones were rescued and 
placed in refugee camps where they received food 
and good care. But many of these children who had 
lost so much could not sleep at night. They feared 
waking up to find themselves once again homeless 
and without food. Nothing seemed to reassure 
them. Finally, someone hit upon the idea of giving 
each child a piece of bread to hold at bedtime.  
Holding their bread, these children could finally 
sleep in peace. All through the night the bread 
reminded them, ‘Today I ate and I will eat again 
tomorrow’”. 

 
Remembering all the good gifts God gives to us is an 
important practice. The book goes on to invite us to take 
time at the end of the day to ponder what moment of the 
day you are most grateful for and what moment of the day 
you are least grateful for? After a time of reflection, you can 
give those things over to God. (continued on page 3) 
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NOVEMBER SERVICES 

 
Sunday, Nov. 5 – Remembrance Sunday 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
    Coffee Hour/Photo Album 
  
Sunday, Nov. 12 – M&S Service 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
 Coffee Hour /Photo Album 
 

Sunday, Nov. 19 – Sacrament of Baptism 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
                       Coffee Hour/Photo Album 
 and “Lunch & Learn” 
 
Sunday, Nov. 26 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
 Coffee Hour and CE Fellowship Lunch 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
● Snowflake Christmas Market – Saturday, November 4 
● “Lunch & Learn” – Sunday, November 19 – Topic is 
“Smartsizing” 
● Clothing Boutique – Saturday, November 25 
● Canada 150 Music Café – Saturday, December 2 
 

 

BAPTISM 
 

Upcoming Sacrament of Baptism services will be: 
 

Sunday, November 19, 2017 
Sunday, January 21, 2018 

 
If you are interested in booking a baptism, please contact 

the church office. 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for next Voice:  Friday, November 17, 2017. 

TIME FRAME 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Week 1 
Mon. Oct. 30 Sewing for Karanda  9:30 a.m. 
Wed. Nov. 1 Adult Exercise Class 10:00 a.m. 
 Study Group 7:00 p.m. 
Sat. Nov. 4 Snowflake Christmas Market 10:00 a.m.
  
Week 2 
Mon. Nov. 6 Sewing for Karanda 9:30 a.m. 
Wed. Nov. 8 Alzheimer’s Support Group 10:00 a.m. 
 Adult Exercise Class 10:00 a.m. 
 UCW 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs. Nov. 9 Worship Committee 6:15 p.m. 
Fri. Nov. 10 UCW “Dinner for Lunch” 12:00 p.m. 
 
Week 3 
Mon. Nov. 13 Sewing for Karanda 9:30 a.m. 
Wed. Nov. 15 Adult Exercise Class 10:00 a.m. 
 Study Group 7:00 p.m. 
 Scouting Group Committee 7:00 p.m. 
 Baptism Preparation 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs. Nov. 16 Choir Executive 6:30 p.m.
  
Week 4 
Mon. Nov. 20 Sewing for Karanda 9:30 a.m. 
 Book Club 10:30 a.m. 
 CE Committee 7:00 p.m. 
Tues. Nov. 21 Pastoral Care Team 1:00 p.m. 
Wed. Nov. 22 Adult Exercise Class 10:00 a.m. 
 Study Group 7:00 p.m. 
Fri. Nov. 24 “Friday Night Special”  
 Dinner/Movie  6:00 p.m. 
Sat. Nov. 25 Clothing Boutique 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
Foot Care Clinic*                         Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. 
(*Appointment is required)  
Craft & Fellowship Group          Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.  
Choir Practice                              Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  
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IN AND AROUND PVUC 
 
MINISTERS’ MESSAGES: 
(Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis (continued from page 1) 

This is a very generous congregation in so many ways. We don’t look for credit, 
and we don’t like to pat ourselves on the back, but as one of the pastors here, I 
think all of our members need to be told that – we are generous in so many 
ways as we strive to the best of our ability to follow the way of Christ. The food 
bins we have in the church are well used by those in the community who need 
help. Our Thanksgiving food offering was successful – and I haven’t heard of 
any almost 50-year old soup having been donated. Our Clothing Boutique 
touched people in the community. I’ve had many people who have visited who 
have told me they feel welcomed and accepted. I think we do, in fact, do a pretty 
good job of showing the community around us the love of Christ. 
 
Are we perfect? Well – I wouldn’t go that far. There are always things we could 
do better. There are times when we choose to play it safe instead of taking risks. 
Like all churches, we’re made up of human beings – and human beings don’t 
always get it right. That’s one of the frustrating things about us – but one of the 
wonderful things about us is when we strive to do better. The poet Maya 
Angelou once said, “Do the best you can until you know better. Then, when you 
know better, do better.” She captured the reality of the human condition right 
there. We’re constantly learning to do better – I hope. And I hope we’re putting 
what we learn into practice. 
 
It’s an exciting time in the church. With Thanksgiving over, we’re in a headlong rush now to Advent and Christmas. It’s busy,  
it’s hectic, it’s fast-paced. And it’s fun. I think that the most fun I have in worship is probably this stretch of services between 
Thanksgiving and the end of the calendar year. 
 
I hope all of you enjoy this time of year and that you deliberately plan to make the church and the faith a part of what 
blesses you in the coming couple of months. And for as much good as we’re able to do already, I hope we all deliberately 
strive to learn and to do even better.  
 
Blessings to all! 
 

Rev. Karen Smart (continued from page 1) 

The process is called “the examen”.  It is one I find to be an important part of my day. 
 
It is also important to give thanks to God, who gives us everything we need – indeed, each and every day God gives us our 
daily bread! We are richly blessed! Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PVUC VOICE 
 

Ministers:  
(Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis 

Rev. Karen Smart 
Voluntary Associate Minister: 

Rev. David O. Jones 
Candidate for Ordained Ministry: 

Michiko Bown-Kai 
Editor: Dianne Catchpole 

Publisher: Harcus Hennigar 
Printing: Ruth Fox 

 

PVUC VOICE is published  
eight times a year by 

Pickering Village United Church 
300 Church Street North 

Ajax, ON   L1T 2W7 
(905) 683-4721 

Website: www.pvuc.ca 
E-mail: pvuc@pvuc.ca 
Visit us on Facebook 

 
PVUC VOICE will publish your ad for 
$5, subject to publication approval. 

 Please contact the editor. 

http://www.pvuc.ca/
mailto:pvuc@pvuc.ca


 

 

PVUC VOICE   4      PVUC VOICE 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
TUESDAY MORNING CRAFT AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP (TMCFG): Rowena Dunlop

Needles are moving faster, sewing machines 
are at top speed and scissors are in use 
wherever you look. Can the Snowflake 
Christmas Market (SCM) be far off? 

Saturday, November 4 is the big day and the 
time is 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Thanks to all this hard work 
completed projects are piling up and expectations are 
high for sales. Non-members have also made numerous 
contributions including some lovely soaps home-made by 
Lynn Davis. If you have items for us to sell please bring 
them in any Tuesday morning or leave them in the church 
library at your convenience and mark your item for the 
SCM. Any items such as quilts, coverings and clothing 
which are not sold by early December will go to the local 
shelters. 
 
Two ladies from St Andrew’s paid us a visit a couple of 
weeks ago and dropped off some material for the 
“Sewing for Karanda” group which meets on Monday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The group 
makes dresses for girls and shorts & shirts for boys. We 
did not send them away empty-handed as we passed 
along 10 milk bag mats (and we have made 5 more 
since their visit). Unfortunately, with the terrible weather 
down south, there will be a call for as many as we can get 
made. 
 
The scrap booking people are also in full working mode. 
Their latest project was Hallowe’en cards and bags - with 

all the proceeds going to the SCM. They love to receive 
previously used cards as they use the pictures and 
sometimes the wording. They promise that they do not 
read any of the personal notes. They are also accepting 
Christmas cards, a change from the past. 
 
The Teddies for Tragedies project received a big boost of 
48 teddies from Faye Penner who lives in Mattawa. 
Sometimes it is not what you know but who you know (or 
who knows you)!  
 
We received 2 pictures this week from SCAW showing 
the smiling faces of 2 young people from Tanzania who 
received bed kits, thanks to the money raised by our 
“Take It Table”. One important item in all the kits is  
mosquito nets. In malaria hotspots, it is a treated bednet, 
as malaria claims the life of a child every 2 minutes. 
 
As autumn brings us the cooler temperatures, it also 
means the return of those who have been at cottages and 
trailers. The golfers are also slowly putting in ap-
pearances. It is great to have them back and they say 
that they have missed us, which is even better! 
 
We would love to have you join us. Please consider 
coming out on a Tuesday morning. We arrive shortly after 
9 a.m. and stay until 11:15 ish.

   

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE SCM: Bob Dunlop 

Bake Goods - cakes, loaves, cookies, pies, and any other goodies are needed. Please deliver to the 
Chapel on Saturday, Nov. 4 before 10 a.m. 

Book Table - books (hard and soft covers but no text books), puzzles, games, DVD’s, etc.  Please leave 
in the Library before Market day. 

Your time - volunteers are still needed in several areas. Please use the signup sheets in the Narthex, at 
Tuesday crafts or let me know where and when you would like to participate. Even an hour or two will help. 
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NEW BEGINNINGS: Ruth Webster 
Your Interfaith Refugee Support Group is trying to see what new refugees we can sponsor. The situation has changed 
dramatically, with very few cases to choose from. This at a time when there are 65 
million refugees in the world! 
 
Meantime here is an update on Teame and Amine. This summer Teame was able, with 
the help of a friend in the US, to visit his parents whom he had not seen in 14 years. Due 
to the latest war between Ethiopia and Eritrea, they now live in Ethiopia so it was safe for 
him to visit. Teame’s mother found a beautiful, 22 year old bride, also a refugee from 
Eritrea, for him. He hopes to bring her to Canada but recognizes the red tape that can 
make the process long. Meantime he is working for a contractor painting interiors of 
houses. This is part time work and he would like something full time. 
 
Amine works for Aspect Retail Logistics in the huge warehouse at Church and Bayley 
operating a fork lift. He completed his probation and has a unionized job. He will be 
taking English classes in the mornings and working an afternoon shift. 

 
NEWS FROM KARANDA: Ruth Webster 
In his latest Thistle Epistle, Paul tells us that he and Pedrinah are very busy with teaching, research, clinic, church and 
community work. Some projects are nearing completion, like renovations on the operating room – the first since 1961. There 
is much uneasiness as this is an election year in Zimbabwe. Inflation is rampant and fewer commodities are on the shelves. 
With no cash circulating, it is very difficult for patients to reach hospital.  
 
Paul asks for prayers for Zimbabwe’s leaders, projects at Karanda, and for the health and safety of the Thistle family. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Teame and his bride 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM PRESBYTERY: Brian Robertson 
Lakeridge Presbytery met at Eldad United Church on September 18. The focus of the first part of the meeting discussed two 
questions; “What makes us so good in Lakeridge presbytery?” and “What do congregations need to know about what 
Presbytery does?”. With the remits that were passed recently throughout The United Church of Canada, it will be up to  
General Council 43 in July 2018 to plan the implementation of going to the new three court system. This will replace 
Conferences and Presbyteries with Regions. The implementation date for these and other changes is set for January 2019. 
The second part of the meeting dealt with routine work. 
 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL: Marcia Railer 
Please join us on Monday October 30 at 7pm here at PVUC when we welcome Elena Dumitru from 
Amnesty Toronto. She will be speaking about upcoming campaigns and the latest information about on-
going campaigns. As well, in  November our  speaker will be refugee lawyer Erin Simpson who will be 
speaking about the Trump Immigration Agenda and her personal experience  going to Toronto 
International Airport to assist travellers impacted by the legislation. Please join us and bring a friend. All 
are welcome.  

 
2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES: Bob Dunlop 
These will be available by mid-November in the Lounge. If you don't have envelopes now and want them, please advise 
Bob Dunlop, Envelope Steward, and you will be assigned a set. 
 
No new 2017 sets are currently available but if you use the white Pew envelopes you will receive your full tax credit.  
 
Please do not use the 2018 envelopes before 2018. 

 
PVUC CLOTHING BOUTIQUE 
In every community big and small in Canada food bank use is on the rise. Today families are struggling to pay for rent and 
also put food on the table. Clothing is not only a necessity today, but a luxury for some families. After being enthusiastically 
received and approved by the PVUC Council many volunteers signed on to help. We received contributions of slightly used 
women's, men's and children's clothing, shoes, handbags and accessories as well as hangers and plastic shopping bags 
from PVUC members and others in the community. Shoppers were invited from the local food bank, as well as from PVUC 
projects such as Benevolent Fund recipients, and they had the chance to shop for free. The event was a huge success. We 
helped 44 adults and 9 children source clothing for their families. Pastoral care was given by our Ministers Karen and 
Steven and a prayer shawl was also given to comfort a woman in need. One client was almost in tears when we said she 
could take an additional coat for herself. We showed the love of Christ to all who entered. The clients gave back over $70   
and this was donated to the PVUC Benevolent Fund. 
 
We want to thank everyone who sorted clothing, donated clothing, set up tables and designed flyers and tickets for the 
September Boutique. We also want to thank the UCW for donating the lovely clothing racks and all the helpers who set up 
and cleaned up. 
 
We are planning another Clothing Boutique after the Snowflake Christmas Market and more volunteers are welcome to 
assist. We’re going to need people to help us with processing and folding clothes as the date approaches. Since the next 
Clothing Boutique is in November, we are looking especially for donations of used winter clothing. 
 
Please stay tuned. 
Jennifer St. Aubyn, Ruth Went, Sue Barron and Lynn Davis 
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Clothing Boutique 
 

‘What good is it, my 
brothers and sisters, if 
you say you have faith 
but do not have works? 
Can faith save you? If a 

brother or sister is 
naked and lacks daily 
food, and one of you 
says to them, “Go in 

peace; keep warm and 
eat your fill,” and yet 

you do not supply their 
bodily needs, what is 

the good of that?’ 
 

(James 2: 14-18) 
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CHANGES 
Our Sympathy 
We regret to announce the death of:  
 Betty Dorsey, mother of Suzanne, John and Dean. 
   Remember days of gladness; Remember times of joy; 
   Remember all the moments that grief cannot destroy. 
                                                                                                            #494 Voices United 
 

MARRIAGES 
Christopher Barker and Joanna Meli – October 7, 2017 
Kevin Girdler and Caitlyn Asselstine – October 7, 2017 

Marriage is to be honoured by all. 
Hebrew 13:4 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
● Birthday congratulations to Kay Madill who turns 95 in November and to Ruth Webster who turned 80 in 
October. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PVUC PHOTO ALBUM 2017 
 

On Sunday, November 5, 12 and 19,  members of PVUC’s Communications 

Committee will be taking photos of members and adherents for a new PVUC 

Photo Album. The Album will be sold ‘at cost’, hopefully in December.  

 

The photos will be taken in the Fellowship Hall following the morning worship 

service.  

 

For those who prefer, you may submit your own photo. Your photo must be in 

jpg or jpeg format and sent to pvuc300@gmail.com before November 19. 
 

mailto:pvuc300@gmail.com
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A JOURNEY OF FASHION 1867-2017 

October 11, 2017 
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