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Ministers’ Messages: (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis 

Hebrews 13:2 tells us, "Do 
not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some have 
entertained angels without 
knowing it." I’m not sure if 
they were angels, but a few 
days ago Lynn and Hannah 
and I had an experience 
that made me think of this 

verse. We were driving north on Simcoe Street, just north of 
Manilla. It’s a fairly busy street with a good number of 
drivers up and down who are probably trying to avoid 
Highway 12. At that part of Simcoe Street there really isn’t 
very much around. Much to our surprise we passed a 
beautiful big red dog at the side of the road. "We need to 
stop and help her or she'll get hit," Lynn said. I did a quick 
U-turn, got back to where the dog was and pulled off. I 
assumed I’d have to get out and try to get the dog under 
control, but as soon as we stopped, the dog immediately 
ran to the car. I opened the door to check its tag and before 
I could she jumped right in - soaking wet. I got the number 
off the tag, discovered that the dog’s name was Bonnie, 
and I called the owner. He confirmed it was his dog. "Was 
she with any other dogs," he asked. I told him that she was 
alone. He gave me the address of his farm and we started 
to pull away when I looked in the rear view mirror and hit 
the brakes and said, "There's another dog running toward 
us." It was a smaller dog, running toward the car as if to say 
“Wait for me!” I opened the door – and this second dog 
jumped right in. Both were very friendly dogs who were 
obviously relieved to have come across people willing to 
help them out. We took them home - about 4 or 5  
kilometers away. It felt good to have kept them safe and 
returned them to their families. 

Were they angels? I don’t know. But the incident reminded 
me that opportunities to serve and to show others (even 
dogs) that we care do fall into our lives every now and then 
– often at the most unexpected times and in the most 
unusual circumstances and we have to be prepared to 
show the love of Christ to all who have need.(cont’d, p.3) 

Rev. Karen Smart 
The summer was not my 
favourite kind of summer – not 
hot enough - but as I reflect back 
I know that I was indeed 
“standing on God’s holy ground!”   
 
Tom and I journeyed to Ottawa 
to be on Parliament Hill on 
Canada Day. We were on the 
grounds just after 6:30 a.m. and 
stayed until the end of the 
fireworks at midnight. Even 

through the rain, the day made us so proud to be part of 
this wonderful country celebrating 150 years. 
 
Our special needs daughter brought tears to many of our 
eyes. Laura loved therapeutic horseback riding when she 
attended W. Ross MacDonald School for the Deaf Blind in 
Brantford. When she graduated we had planned to have 
her continue riding but she had a foot break and then an 
arm break. Now, four years later, we tried her on a horse 
again. To everyone’s amazement she sat straight up on her 
horse named Axel and rode the full half hour, singing, 
holding on and adjusting herself for each dip and valley on 
the path. The staff at Windreach Farm are just amazing. 
Most of them are volunteers who help people like Laura to 
have life giving programming in their lives. This was truly 
the highlight of my summer. Tom will continue to take her 
riding each Tuesday afternoon in the fall. 
 
Tom travelled with his buddies from his high school 
astronomy club to Missouri to see the total eclipse of the 
sun. While they had to relocate a few hours down the road 
to find clear skies, when the event finally happened, it was 
truly one of God’s wonders! Back home, I was presiding at 
a funeral at McEachnie’s, where staff and visitors, lined up 
to have a look through the special glasses Tom had left for 
us. The view was simply stunning! 
(continued on page 3) 
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OCTOBER SERVICES 

 
Sunday, Oct. 1 – World Communion 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
           Coffee Hour 
  
Sunday, Oct. 8 – Thanksgiving Sunday 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
 No Coffee Hour  
 

Sunday, Oct. 15 – Sacrament of Baptism 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
                       Coffee Hour 
 
Sunday, Oct. 22 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
 Coffee Hour 
 
Sunday, Oct. 29 – Anniversary Sunday 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School/Youth Group 
 Coffee Hour/Anniversary Lunch  
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
● UCW “A Journey of Fashion” show – Wed., October 11 
● Snowflake Christmas Market – Saturday, November 4 
● “Lunch & Learn” – Sunday, November 19 after Worship 
Service 
● Canada 150 Music Café – Saturday, December 2 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Upcoming Sacrament of Baptism services will be: 
 

Sunday, October 15, 2017 
Sunday, November 19, 2017 

 
If you are interested in booking a baptism, please contact 

the church office. 
 
 
 

Deadline for next Voice:  Friday, Oct. 20, 2017. 

TIME FRAME 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Week 1 
Mon. Sept. 25 Sewing for Karanda  9:30 a.m. 
 Amnesty Int’l  7:00 p.m. 
 Visioning/Growth Committee 7:30 p.m. 
Tues. Sept. 26 UCW Executive  11:00 a.m. 
 Pastoral Care Team 1:00 p.m. 
 Church Council 7:15 p.m. 
Wed. Sept. 27 Adult Exercise Class 10:00 a.m. 
Thurs. Sept. 28 Worship Committee 6:15 p.m. 
Week 2 
Mon. Oct. 2 Sewing for Karanda 9:30 a.m. 
Wed. Oct. 4 Adult Exercise Class 10:00 a.m. 
Week 3 
Mon. Oct. 9 Thanksgiving Monday – OFFICE CLOSED 
Wed. Oct. 11 Alzheimer’s Support Group  10:00 a.m. 
 UCW - “A Journey of Fashion” 6:30 p.m. 
Fri. Oct. 13 UCW “Dinner for Lunch” 12:00 p.m. 
Week 4 
Mon. Oct. 16 Sewing for Karanda 9:30 a.m. 
 Book Club 10:30 a.m. 
Wed. Oct. 18 Adult Exercise Class 10:00 a.m. 
 Study Group  7:00 p.m. 
 Scouting Group Committee 7:00 p.m. 
Thurs. Oct. 19 Choir Executive 6:30 p.m. 
Week 5 
Mon. Oct. 23 Sewing for Karanda 9:30 a.m. 
 Amnesty Int’l 7:00 p.m. 
Tues. Oct. 24 UCW Executive 11:00 a.m. 
 Church Council 7:15 p.m. 
Wed. Oct. 25 Adult Exercise Class 10:00 a.m. 
 Study Group 7:00 p.m. 
Fri. Oct. 27 “Friday Night Special” Dinner/Movie 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
Foot Care Clinic*                         Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. 
(*Appointment is required)  
Craft & Fellowship Group          Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.  
Choir Practice                              Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  
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IN AND AROUND PVUC 
 
MINISTERS’ MESSAGES: 
(Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis (continued from page 1) 

It was a strange summer. Strange in that we had to unexpectedly say good bye 
to Blythe. Blythe is a wonderful organist and pianist who added so much life to 
our services with her music, and she will be missed. We understand that career 
opportunities arise that just can’t be turned down, but still, we wish she hadn’t 
had to leave us, and we’ll miss her. It was also strange because it really didn’t 
feel much like summer until September came upon us. From my perspective – 
Blythe’s departure aside - things went well. Our summer attendance was better 
than I had been expecting, which demonstrates the commitment that so many of 
you have to the well-being of our congregation. The thing about summer not 
really seeming to hit until September is that it now seems close to being over. 
But that does mean that a lot is happening in the church. You can check the 
church calendar for details, but with summer almost over, PVUC now looks 
ahead to a variety of ministry opportunities; chances to show that our 
congregation understands its calling to love and serve others.  

I hope all of you had relaxing and happy summers, and for those who had 
burdens to bear over the last few months, know that your church family is there 
for you, caring about you and praying for you. I know Karen and I are always 
willing to help share your load. 

 

 

Rev. Karen Smart (continued from page 1) 

Our lives are full of moments, like these, when we know we are standing firmly on God’s holy ground.  I hope you take time 
to stop, listen, hear and give thanks!  This is truly, God’s wonderful world! 
 

A traditional Celtic prayer 
 

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 

   walk with you on the road. 

May the Christ who served with wounded hands 

   stretch out your hands to serve. 

 

May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 

   open your hearts to love. 

May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet 

   and may everyone you meet 

   see the face of Christ in you. 

       Amen 
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TUESDAY MORNING CRAFT AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP (TMCFG): Rowena Dunlop
We ended June on a special note. The 
Group gave the three “kitchen” ladies, 
Joanne Brown, Audrey Pritchard and 
Audrey Warren a small token of our 

appreciation for all they do week after 
week. Each received a planter with several flowers and 
plants. In their thank you note they said that, “For once 
we were all speechless.” Well, there is a first time for 
everything!! 
 
Except for two weeks in July, TMCFG kept on meeting 
and producing some great items for the Snowflake 
Christmas Market, the Shelters, the local hospital, and 
any other group/charity which we knew could use our 
support. Two more “Teddies for Tragedies” are needed 
so that we have another full bag for delivery. Patterns 
/dimensions are available and if you save your receipt 
you will be reimbursed by the UCW if you so desire. We 
received two more acknowledgements from SCAW, as 
our “Take It Table” continues to flourish, even when it is 
closed down for a brief period during the summer. 
 

We took on a new project for Ajax/Pickering Hospital 
called “Skin to Skin for Babies”. It is known that new- 
borns do well when they have skin-to-skin contact with 
their parents directly after birth and for a long time to 
follow. This is especially true for preemies in incubators 
and babies who have to stay in hospital for health 
reasons. Direct contact between parent and baby is not 
practical for 24 hours a day, but having a cloth cover with 
the parent’s smell can help the baby when they are 
absent. The cover is 5 ½ inches by 13 ½ inches, double 
sided with 100% cotton on one side and flannelette on 
the other. TMCFG would appreciate donations, whether it 
be the ready made product, materials to make the project 
or money to go toward the project. Inquiries can go to 
Rowena Dunlop (905-427-7702 or 
robert.dunlop2@sympatico.ca ). 
 
If you are looking for a pleasant way to fill in your 
Tuesday morning, consider coming and 
joining us in the Fellowship Hall. You’ll find laughter, 
fellowship and a great midmorning snack! 
Hope to see you there!!

 

 
Wellness and Social Concerns Committee (WSCC): Pat Gottschalk
Our committee was quiet over the summer, as members enjoyed vacations and well-deserved down-time. We are now 
gearing up for the fall. 
 
Exercise Classes: The seated exercise class led by Linda Lum will resume September 13, and will run Wednesdays at 10 
a.m. in the chapel. Cost will remain at $2 per class. This class continues to be popular with all who attend. New participants 
are always welcome. 

Foot Clinic: The foot clinic resumed Tuesday, September 5, and will run every Tuesday morning. Please call the office, 
905-683-4271 for information on booking an appointment. There is no set charge for treatment, but donations are accepted 
to cover costs involved. 

Food bank: Thank you to all who donated to our “back to school” campaign, which focused on lunch snacks and toiletries 
for children and teens returning to school. Watch for our fall harvest campaign, close to Thanksgiving. Food bank donations 
are welcome any time, not just during the specific campaigns that are organized. Consider making regular food bank 
donations, as you are able. Just remember to check expiry dates before donating items! 

Lunch and Learn: We are busy planning a lunch and learn for later in the fall. Stay tuned for more information. 
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Welcome to Sam Murphy and Gay Manley (left to right) who joined PVUC on June 4, 2017. 
 

UCW: Doreen Hallé 
JACK FROST - It's Jack Frost time again! Please bring in new, handmade or purchased, hats, 
scarves, gloves, mittens, socks, lap covers, for men, women and children. We will be accepting 
items anytime in September and early October. Most of the items collected are distributed in  
Durham Region through Simcoe Settlement House, YMCA, YWCA and other local agencies.  
Thank you for your generosity.  
 

 
 

MISSION AND SERVICE: Ruth Webster 
SEWING FOR KARANDA – Again we are sewing clothes for needy girls and boys in the area of Karanda Mission 
Hospital, Zimbabwe. We have lots of fabric, but if you can help cut out pieces for dresses, shirts and shorts, 
press material or sew, please join us on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Know a friend who likes 
to sew? Invite her to come along. Need more info? Ring Ruth Webster, 905-426-3347 or 289-914-7273. 
 

 
 
 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL: Marcia Railer 
Amnesty International Group 90 will be starting once again on Monday, September 25th at 7 pm here at 
PVUC. Please join us as we embark once again on a year of action including guest speakers, letter 
writing, films and all things human rights. In a world of increasing conflict and injustice, one person can 
make a difference. Change starts with each one of us. Be that change and join us. All are welcome 
especially new members. 
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MUSIC DIRECTOR BLYTHE GEORGE RESIGNS 
The following is a copy of the letter read by Blythe at her last PVUC service in July. 
 
To the Ministry at Pickering Village United Church: 
 
It is with mixed emotions that I am writing to inform you of my decision to resign from my position at Pickering Village United 
Church as director of music. I am leaving to pursue a permanent teaching contract offered to me by the Thames Valley 
District School Board which will mean my having to relocate to London. Though this transition will have its challenges – 
since change is often not easy – I am looking forward to moving closer to family and exploring new personal and 
professional opportunities in London. 
 
Over the past two years, I have enjoyed the privilege of being a part of the community at Pickering Village United Church. I 
have felt very fortunate to have encountered the talented individuals and committees who work to ensure PVUC is the 
vibrant, special place that it is. PVUC has inspired me through its outreach, humbled me by its warmth, and touched me 
through its worship. I will especially miss the choir. Each week, singers came ready to sing with open hearts and minds, 
taking risks while enjoying the fellowship that comes from adding our voices together in song. Choir initiatives such as 
JOMMA and Sing and Rejoice were rewarding collaborations and a fine example of the legacy this church has built for itself. 
I also look back fondly at the M&S Café, the Murder Mystery, special services, and our Christmas and Easter cantatas. Two 
years was too short a time to accomplish all that we could together but I am confident that PVUC will continue to set its 
sights high as you welcome a new choir leader. I will always remember and be thankful for the privilege of being your music 
director. 
 
I wish PVUC all the best in the years to come as you continue Christ’s work in this community. I hope we will always stay in 
touch. 
 
 
 

 
A Tribute to Blythe George: Bob Martindale, Choir President 
During the summer we were surprised and saddened to learn that Blythe had resigned as our Director of Music. As noted in 
her letter of resignation, she has taken a teaching position in London and is looking forward to a new chapter in her now-
married life. 
 
Although Blythe was only with us for two years, it sure was an exciting time for the choir, and I believe for the congregation 
as well. She taught us a ton of new music, as “More Voices” became our new well of inspiration to draw from. She was 
always upbeat, supportive to a hilt, a bit crazy, and lots of fun to work with. Blythe tackled both the JOMMA awards and our 
bi-annual “Sing and Rejoice” event with enthusiasm and gusto. She directed the music for last year’s M & S Café and “A 
Night of Favourites” with flair, and was looking forward to doing it again in the fall. We couldn’t have put on the Easter 
cantata (“Once Upon a Tree” by Pepper Choplin) without her skilled leadership and encouragement. 
 
She also hoped to start a children’s choir – hopefully her successor will have the same passion!  And who will forget her 
rollicking Preludes on the piano that almost made you want to dance? 
 
Blythe will certainly be missed.  We wish her all the best in her new endeavours. 
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PROJECT NEXT STEP: Alecia and Garth Bagnall 
Since PVUC has been so generous to Project Next Step, we thought an update on our activities would be in order. Firstly, 
you might be interested to know that in spite of living in Ancaster, Alecia and I have not given up our positions with Project 
Next Step. I am continuing as the President and Alecia still receives all the calls and sets up all the interviews. The one 
thing we don’t do from this distance is visit the clients to conduct the interviews. 
 
This has been the busiest summer ever for PNS. Since we last spoke to you in Church last May, we have received more 
than 20 requests for assistance and have ended up assisting 10 families with first month’s rent or utilities arrears. We have 
paid out more than $7,150 and at the moment are unable to do more as our funds are depleted until we receive the final 
portion of our grant from United Way.  
 
We have had a significant increase in requests from women’s shelters. Women escaping an abusive relationship frequently 
do not have the means to get started in a new accommodation as first and last month’s rent are usually required. These 
particular clients are ones we are very inclined to assist. 
 
It has been a busy but rewarding summer. Without the generous support of PVUC we would not have been able to help 
nearly as many families as we did. So, again we say thank you for your kindness and generosity. We thought you would like 
to know that it has been put to good use. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing of the Animals Service, Sunday, June 11 
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CHANGES 
Our Sympathy 
We regret to announce the deaths of:  
 Katherine Balsdon, mother of Bruce Balsdon and Greg Balsdon  
 Gord Denomy  
 Bruce Goff, father of Sharon Goff-McCue 
 Eleanor McCue, mother of Mickey McCue  
 Gordon Plummer, father of Jeff Plummer  
 Darryl Sherren, husband of Kelly Robertson, son-in-law of Brian and Lynn Robertson 
   Remember days of gladness; Remember times of joy; 
   Remember all the moments that grief cannot destroy. 
                                                                                                            #494 Voices United 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
We are pleased to welcome into the fellowship of Pickering Village United Church the following new members: Gay Manley and 
Sam Murphy. 

The peace that Christ gives is to guide you in the decisions you make: for it is to this peace that God has called you 
together in one body.   Colossians 3:15 

 
 

Confirmation 
The following confirmands were welcomed into membership at PVUC in June: Alexis Hogan, Shane Mallia and Bryanna 
Murdoch. 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 
 CORMIER, Sadie Islay Ray, daughter of Joanne and Kenny Cormier, sister of Hayley, Riley and Luke 
 MASON, Elliot Brandyn Zander, son of Calvin Mason and Susan Aldridge-Neto 
 MITCHELL, Madison Rae, daughter of Erica Myers and Michael Mitchell 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 
Ephesians 4:5 

 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
● Mary Hearn writes: Thank you to our ministers Steven and Karen as well as the many members of  PVUC 
for your prayers and support during my daughter Darlene's recent bout with cancer. She has completed her 
surgery and treatments successfully and is on the road to recovery. 
● Lynn and Brian Robertson write: We would like to thank everyone in our wonderful church family for all 
your thoughts and prayers for us, for Kelly and for Zack and Zoey. The kids still don't really understand what 
has happened to their daddy, but Kelly is having a very hard time right now. We're doing what we can, and 
appreciate that you all care so much. The hugs have also been a big help! 

 ● A “Blessing of the Animals” service, led by Steven and Karen, took place on Sunday, June 11 on a beautiful and sunny 
afternoon outside PVUC on the lawn. There were prayers and even music supplied electronically. It was a small group of 
dogs and their owners but all agreed it was a lovely and meaningful service for them and their beloved pets. Best of all, 
there weren’t any dog fights – all got along!  Hopefully next time the service is held, more animals and owners will be able to 
attend. 
● Many thanks to all the dedicated volunteers who kept our gardens looking so beautiful over the summer months 
especially John and Heather Scott, Linda and Frank Hearns and Jean Router. Thanks for all your hard work! Many visitors 
to the church office are full of praise for our gardens, especially for the roses!     
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OUR LATEST BAPTISM FAMILIES 
 

MAY 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Robyn Joyce Petrini, daughter of Sasha Petrini  
and Stella Johnson  Cassandra Alexia McDonald, with her parents,  
  Jarod McDonald and Lynlie Ferguson  and brother 

 

 
 

JULY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sadie Islay Ray Cormier, daughter of Ken and   Madison Rae Mitchell, daughter of Michael  
 Joanne Cormier, brother of Luke    Mitchell and Erica Myers, brother of Jaco 
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OFF TO POST-SECONDARY ADVENTURES 
On June 18, PVUC high school graduates were presented with some 
going-away gifts, including prayer shawls, from Brenda Plummer, 
Chair of Christian Education. Grads are: Neil Carino, Sydney Hogan, 
Haley Noble, James Mann, William Mann, and Andrew Plummer. 
Congratulations and blessings as you move on to the next stage of 
your lives! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

THIS YEAR’S CONFIRMANDS: 
Alexis Hogan, Shane Mallia and Bryanna Murdoch 
with Rev. Karen Smart and Rev. Steven Davis 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 
 
WELCOME BACK DINNER being enjoyed by Janice 
Pound, Chris and David MacCutchan, Bob and Sue 
Masters and Rev. David Jones.
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JUNE YARD SALE MEMORIES 
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MAY SUNDAY SCHOOL PLANTING SUNDAY 
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