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Ministers’ Messages: (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis 

As I sit down to write this article, 
I realize that it’s been a strange 
week because I’ve been 
focussing this morning on 
preparing an Order of Service 
for Easter Sunday and on 
starting my Easter sermon. That 
may not sound particularly 
strange (Easter does have a 
tendency to come around every 
year after all!) except that I 
haven’t started either of those 

tasks for Palm Sunday yet. I usually have a certain routine 
that I follow and preparing services and sermons out of 
order isn’t a part of that routine. In fact, it’s quite 
disorienting, but it’s been made necessary this year 
because of the fact that we continue to record our services 
to make available on the church website on Sunday 
morning. Our usual filming day is Friday, but because the 
Friday before Easter is Good Friday we had to find a 
different day. Moving that filming date earlier meant having 
to have the material for Easter Sunday ready early, 
meaning that I had to start it before I started to focus on 
Palm Sunday. Which, as I said, is quite disorienting – and it 
will probably be even more disorienting when, in the days to 
come, I have to take a few steps backward and start to 
focus on Palm Sunday after having completed my 
preparations for Easter. It’s just a strange part of the reality 
we live in right now. 
 
But as I thought about it, I realized that perhaps 
disorientation is a part of the Easter experience. Think of 
some of the people who played significant roles in the 
Easter story. Several women went to Jesus’ tomb to anoint 
his dead body – and were instead confronted by an angel 
saying “He’s not dead.” Mary Magdalene thought that the 
risen Jesus in the garden was the gardener when he 
appeared to her. A disciple named Cleopas and one of his 
friends walked and talked with the risen Jesus, but didn’t 
recognize him.  
(continued on page 2)  

Rev. Karen Smart 
 Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen 
Indeed! 
 
I cannot keep from singing.  It all 
started with a hymn that we sang a 
few weeks ago…. 
 
Never ending joy, never  

ending joy 

Never ending joy. 

Never ending joy, never ending 

joy 

                               Never ending joy. 

  
This song rang in my ears for days as I looked each day for 
something that brought joy.  I feel a lot of joy these days in 
connecting with people by Zoom or phone call.  My Lenten 
plant growing as a church school project also brings great 
joy as I think about our children.  Hearing news of many of 
you having vaccines booked brings hopeful joy.   
 
The tune has changed.  Now I am hearing a new song 
echoing in my heart:   
 

Joy comes with 
the dawn; 

 joy comes with 
the morning sun; 

 joy springs from 
the tomb 

 and scatters the 
night with her 
song, 

 joy comes with 
the dawn. 

 
 
This got me to thinking, just what is joy?  We sing about it at 
Christmas:  Joy to the World!  The third Sunday in Advent is 
Joy Sunday when we light the pink candle.  So, what is joy?  
(continued on page 2) 
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(Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis (continued from page 1)  

Peter and John stared into the empty tomb and couldn’t make sense of what 
they were seeing. Thomas just threw his hands up and said “Prove it!” They 
were all disoriented. What they had come to understand through their lifetime 
(that death was the end) suddenly had no meaning to them. They were 
confronted with the need to start living in a new reality, with new expectations, 
new hopes, new dreams, new challenges and even perhaps new problems. One 
thing was certain – in the light of that first Easter, faced with the resurrection of 
Jesus, nothing could ever be the same for them again. 
 
Easter does that for the followers of Christ – or, at least, it should. Even the 
secular world understands that Easter is disorienting. There’s a TV commercial 
that features a farmer collecting Cadbury cream eggs from his rabbit hutches. 
Some Christians would probably cringe at how that secular imagery has 
distorted the meaning of Easter, and while there may be some point to that 
angst, I think there’s also a spiritual lesson we can take from that – even if it’s 
unintentional on the part of those who made the commercial: Just as rabbits 
don’t lay eggs of any kind Easter confronts us with the mystery of things that 
shouldn’t happen actually happening; of the impossible suddenly becoming 
possible; of hope springing up even when times are at their bleakest. Easter 
confronts us with a risen Saviour – who had died on a cross, but whom death 
could not hold. As Paul put it in 1 Corinthians, “death has been swallowed up in 
victory.” 
 
I want to wish all of you a happy and joyous Easter! I trust that we will celebrate Easter together in 2022. I trust that an end 
to our current troubles is on the horizon. As Easter approaches and as we are confronted by the risen Jesus in our lives, let 
us remember that in his resurrection we find the greatest assurance that nothing is too powerful for God to overcome, and 
that thanks to the power of the risen Jesus within us, nothing is too powerful for us to overcome. 
 
Blessings always! 
 

Rev. Karen Smart (continued from page 1) 
The word joy in a Google search means “a feeling of great pleasure and happiness”.  But is there more to it for Christians?   
For us having joy includes feeling good cheer and a vibrant happiness. But joy, in its fuller, spiritual meaning of expressing 
God's goodness, involves more. It is a deep-rooted, inspired happiness. The Holy Bible says, "The joy of the Lord is your 
strength" and “God gives us joy and peace”.  Joy is a spiritual gift from God.  Joy is among the most unmistakable marks of 
a faithful heart. 
 
So I hope you are celebrating Easter with great joy.   
As you savour your hot cross buns or chocolate eggs lovingly made by our UCW, or meet with your family by Zoom to share 
news and an Easter meal, or hear the peals of delight as children search for Easter Eggs, and/or have your heart soar as 
you hear the wonderful sounds of Easter Hymns, I hope you take time to stop and give thanks to God for the many joys of 
your life.  Most of all – thank God for the life, death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus the Christ!   
 
Happy Easter – Joy & Blessings 
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For many years, PVUC members have purchased Easter flowers to 

decorate our Sanctuary in honour of loved ones. Their names have 

been printed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday. 

This year, due to restrictions of COVID, we are trying something 

different. We have created a page of Virtual Lilies to display the 

name(s) of loved ones which will keep our tradition alive. 

 

    DONOR             IN MEMORY OF….. 
 

 
Alison Abou-Heif and family  Frank Abou-Heif 

 

 

Sean and Kelly Aune   Betty Aune, Neil Cope, Vernon    

                                                                                                              Battersby 

 

Dianne Catchpole   Fran Murkar, Marilyn Murkar 

 

 

Rowena Dunlop, Kimberly 

Robert, Theresa Hogan   Bob Dunlop 

 

 

Ruth and Bill Fox   Pat and Ken Fox;  

Joyce and Bob Farley 

 

 

Adelaide Gerrie    Mary Deisinger, Al Gerrie 
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Susan Hill    Charlie Hill, Len and 

Clara Wilson 

  

 

Marion Luik Marjorie Collins, Joan Luik, 

Alzira DaCosta, the Bangay 

family; the Luik family 

  

Suzanne Kris (Sidial)-Lutchman  Joseph Samuel Sidial,  

Lynette F. Sidial 

 

Dorothy Marek    Jeffrey Marek 

 

 

Bob Martindale    Pat Martindale 

  

  

Bob Masters Marion and Harvey Hunter; Melda 

and Reg Masters, Sue Masters 

   

Bernice Moreton   Herbert Moreton 

 

 

Rosemary Nash     (Bill) Nash 

 

  

Carl Potter and family   Rosemary Potter 

 

 

Marcy and Charles Railer Bea and Done Ede; Colin Everett; 

Richard Railer; Sheila and Jack 

Railer 

 

John and Heather Scott Kathleen and Jack MacKenzie; 

Mary and Sherman Scott 
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Tom and Karen Smart Clinton and Wanda Bennett, Anita 

Groundwater, Father Albert 

Williams 

 

Pam and Dave Spence   Smith family; Spence family 

 

 

Doreen Williams   Keith Williams 

 

 

Sharon Zurbrigg   Howard Zurbrigg 
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FINANCIAL NEWS: Bill Fox 
 
In order to keep the congregation up to date with all that is going on with the church, I thought that some financial news 
would be appreciated. Although it is not pretty by any means the church is still financially viable but it is becoming a bit more 
of a balancing act than in the past. The lack of in person worship and in general these COVID restrictions (no renters, no 
social functions, etc.) are having an impact. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jan Feb YTD

Income

Gov't Wage Subsidy 0.00 3,975.34 3,975.34

Givings (PAR,Envelope, E-Trsf) 14,597.40 15,233.07 29,830.47

Total Income 14,597.40 19,208.41 33,805.81

Expense

Building and Property Expenses 6,051.92 6,004.41 12,056.33

General & Admin.(incl. Worship) 2,667.30 2,667.19 5,334.49

Personnel Costs 16,729.98 16,771.49 33,501.47

Total Expense 25,449.20 25,443.09 50,892.29

Profit / (Loss) (10,851.80) (6,234.68) (17,086.48)

NOTICE 

The PVUC Thank Offering  

April 14th, 2021 

 

We have changed the date of our Thank Offering 
from May to April 14th to hopefully assist with our 

current financial issues. 
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MISSION & SERVICE: Ruth Webster 
 
Thanks to a grant from Mission & Service, the Windsor Downtown 
Mission opened in 1972.  More than 45 years later, the Mission 
continues to provide food for the body, nurture for the spirit, shelter 
for the homeless, advocacy for the impoverished, and opportunity 
for growth.  
 
Thank you for continuing to give to Mission & Service so that 
outreach projects like this can continue. 
 
Dr. Paul and Pedrinah Thistle and all who work at Karanda Mission 
Hospital need our prayers as they deal with the COVID crisis.                                                                                                                        

 

“COVID screening continues … since March 2020” The Thistle Family Four in their backyard garden. 

Donation of ProtectENOL Sanitizer Thanks to the 
Applied Lubrication Technology & the Rotary Club of 

Whitby, Ontario 

COVID Community Outreach with Canadian PPE from the “Wonderful Ladies of Waterdown, Ontario” 
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WELLNESS AND SOCIAL CONCERNS: Pat Gottschalk 

 
Welcome back for Part 2 of fitness tips from Linda Lum, leader of the exercise classes at PVUC. These will sound familiar to 
the Wednesday morning ‘Regulars’! 
Grab a chair, put on your favorite music, sit down and start tapping your toes, heels, do a little march, add your arms like 
you are walking, keep those legs moving and change arms to reach overhead (one at a time is easiest). You could grab a 
couple of water bottles or cans and add bicep curls.  
Try to move a little every day.  Remember:  if you have aches and pains “motion is the lotion”. A little is better than nothing 
at all! 
 

Exercise 1: Single Leg Stance 
Stand behind a steady, solid chair (not one 
with wheels), and hold onto the back of it. Lift 
up your right foot and balance on your left foot. 
Hold that position for as long as you can, then 
switch feet. 
 
Exercise 2: Walking Heel to Toe 
This exercise makes your legs stronger, which 
enables you to walk without falling. Dragging 
toes increase fall risk. 
 
Exercise 3: Clock Reach 
You’ll need a chair for this exercise. 
Imagine that you are standing in the centre of a 
clock. The number 12 is directly in front of you 
and the number 6 is directly behind you. 
Hold the chair with your left hand. Lift your right 
leg and extend your right arm so it’s pointing to 

the number 12. Next, point your arm towards the number three, and finally, point it behind you at the number 6. Bring your 
arm back to the number three, and then to the number 12. Look straight ahead the whole time. 
Repeat with the Left side. 
 
Exercise 4: Back Leg Raises 
This strength training exercise makes your bottom and your lower back stronger. Stand behind a chair. Slowly lift your right 
leg straight back – don’t bend your knees or point your toes. Hold that position for one second, then gently bring your leg 
back down. 
 
Exercise 5: Single Leg Stance with Arm 
This balance exercise for seniors improves your physical coordination. 
Stand with your feet together and arms at your side next to a chair. Lift your left hand over your head. Then, slowly raise 
your left foot off the floor. Hold that position for ten seconds. 
 
Exercise 6: Side Leg Raise (hips) 
Stand behind the chair with your feet slightly apart. Slowly lift your right leg to the side. Keep your back straight, your toe 
facing forward, and stare straight ahead. Lower your right leg slowly. Repeat this exercise ten to 15 times per leg. 
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Exercise 7: Wall Push-ups or Knee Push-ups 
Stand an arm’s length in front of a wall, Lean forward slightly and put your palms flat on the wall at the height and width of 
your shoulders. Keep your feet planted as you slowly bring your body towards the wall. Gently push yourself back so that 
your arms are straight. OR seated place your hands on your over your knees, elbows point outward and raise and lower. 
 
Exercise 8: Toe Lifts 
This strength training exercise for seniors also improves balance. You’ll need a chair or a counter. 
Stand straight and put your arms in front of you. Raise yourself up on your toes as high as you can go, then gently lower 
yourself. Don’t lean too far forward on the chair or counter. 
 
Exercise 9: Shoulder Rolls 
This is a simple exercise. You can do it seated or standing. 
Rotate your shoulders gently up to the ceiling, then back and down. Next, do the same thing, but roll them forwards and 
then down. 
 
STRETCH!  Don’t forget to stretch, even after walking.  Kick butt or sit on a chair straight leg extended, tight core, hinge 
forward at the hip to stretch hamstrings. 

 
Remembering the “good old days” when friends could get together to exercise and have fun at PVUC! 
 

 
 
And, for those who are looking for activities to do at home, our local municipalities have Senior Centre Without Walls  
(SCWW)programming. 
 

1. Ajax offers Zoom and telephone programs daily, Monday to Friday. Check out the link below, or call 905-83-4550 for 
more information  

https://www.ajax.ca/en/play-and-discover/resources/Recreation-Culture-and-Community-
Development/SCWW_April_2021.pdf 

2. Pickering offers its SCWW programs Monday to Friday via telephone. Call Amanda at 905-420-4660 ext. 208 for 
more information or to reserve your spot. 

https://www.pickering.ca/en/living/seniors-centre-without-walls.aspx 
3. Whitby offers SCWW programs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 AM, via telephone. Dial in just before 10:00, at 905-

430-4900 and press 969616# when prompted

https://www.ajax.ca/en/play-and-discover/resources/Recreation-Culture-and-Community-Development/SCWW_April_2021.pdf
https://www.ajax.ca/en/play-and-discover/resources/Recreation-Culture-and-Community-Development/SCWW_April_2021.pdf
https://www.pickering.ca/en/living/seniors-centre-without-walls.aspx
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TUESDAY MORNING CRAFT AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP (TMCFG): Rowena Dunlop 
 

Thanks to the MacCutchan family and the power of technology 26 members of the group were again able to 
meet by way of Zoom on March 9.  Although we cannot meet and work together as a group on our usual 
Tuesday mornings, the ladies are keeping in safe contact with one another as they work on their individual 
projects and drop them off at the appropriate address. A big thank you goes out to the drivers who deliver the 

projects for those who are not driving at the present time. 
 
Our face masks continue to be in demand and since November we have donated another $305.00 to the church’s General 
Fund bringing the givings since the beginning of this project to $1,074.00.  There are still lots available. 
 
The knitting needles and crotchet hooks are still going at full 
speed. A delivery of 13 baby hats with matching shawls and 37 
regular baby hats was made to the Ajax/Pickering Hospital 
Foundation.  I was asked to pass along the Foundation’s heart- 
felt thanks.  The Foundation likes to send out written thank you’s, 
but as usual I asked them to save their time, paper and stamp. 
There was also a delivery to the church of at least 4 prayer 
shawls.  Dawn Jackson and Ruth Webster collaborated on one 
of them as Ruth knit one and Dawn supplied the crocheted 
border to help it keep its shape as well as making 2 on her own.   
Well done, Ladies!  There have probably been other 
contributions that I do not know about, but I do know that the 
wool donations are being passed around and used. 
 
Finally, our stack of milk bags is down significantly as Wendy 
Rothman took away a frame and all the previously cut bags.  
Along with the regular sized mats she has also made some smaller sized ones for babies.  What a great idea, Wendy!  If 
you believe that you could cut up some of the bags at home or even take a frame to make some, please give Rowena 
Dunlop a call (see directory) and some bags and/or a frame will be delivered to you. 
 
Our next Zoom meeting will be Tuesday, April 13 at 10:30 a.m.  If you are not already on the invitation list and would like to 
be, please contact Chris MacCutchan.  Meanwhile, stay safe ladies and sign up for your inoculation when it is your turn! 
 

 
GLIMPSES OF THE PAST AT PVUC
 
Excerpt taken from “A History of Pickering United Church” by Leslie M. Morley, 1975. 
 

“In the Spring of 1929 there was another disastrous flood, the basement being flooded to a depth of over 
three feet, ruining an almost new piano which the Young People had worked so hard to purchase only a 
few years before.  This was the third or fourth such flooding since the church was built in 1879.” 
 
Some things never change, eh?  Leaking basements seem to be a recurring problem for our congregation.  (Although the 
floods in our former church building on Kingston Road were really incredible!) 
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Poetry Submission 
by Lynn Anne Davis 
 
I joined a poetry group and began writing again. I used to write poetry in my 20's. 
Here is my poem that I just wrote. 
 
Locked down but not locked up 
Hope abounds. 
Love is renewed. 
The worries of tomorrow . 
Will not see you through.  
Love is the light . 
It shines from me to you. 
Lifting up each other. 
Praying hands unite. 
The world is together as one. 
Connected to each other. 
Praying in one accord. 

 
 
 
A Star is Born! 
 
Several years ago, Gloria Murkar of PVUC, was asked to take part 
in the filming of a documentary in the Print Shop at Black Creek 
Pioneer Village.  The documentary entitled Of Man and Machine, 
focused on the story of the Printing Shop’s Hoe Cylinder Press, 
which was donated in the 1960’s by the Murkar family when they 
sold The Pickering News, (their local weekly newspaper which had 
been in the family for three generations). 
 
The documentary describes the history and restoration of this 
Victorian age Hoe Cylinder press, which is one of the last operating 
printing presses of this type in the entire world!  During the filming, 
Gloria was asked to talk about her memories of the printing press 
during the years it provided a weekly newspaper.   
 
Recently, she obtained a copy of this documentary and saw herself on screen!  To her surprise, she learned that this film 
has won awards at the International Independent Film Festival in California, the Okanagan Indie Fest, the New York State 
International Film Festival and the ARFF Berlin International Film Festival. 
 
A star is born! 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
 

 
MATTRESS & BOX SPRING FOR SALE! 

Twin-size Sealy mattress, box spring, & metal bed frame. 

Practically brand-new: non-smoking home. 
Asking $450 for all three pieces.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Serious inquiries only, please. 

For more information, contact Doreen at: doreen.williams@sympatico.ca 

 
 

Holy Communion 

Maundy Thursday, April 01 
 

Rev. Steven Davis and Rev. Karen Smart invite you to celebrate Holy 

Communion by Zoom on Thursday, April 01 at 7:00 pm.  If you would like to 

be part of that service, please email Rev. Steven Davis ASAP to let him know 

at stevendavis@pvuc.ca. 

The link will be emailed to you to join the service a couple of days before the 

virtual service. 

about:blank


 

 

PVUC VOICE   13      PVUC VOICE 
 

CHANGES 
 

Our Sympathy 
 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 
 Bob Brimbecom, brother of Daisy Brimbecom 
 Ellie Jeffery 
   Henry Olthuis 
 Audrey Warren 

         Remember days of 
gladness; Remember times of joy;  

Remember all the moments that grief cannot destroy. 
                                                                                                   #494 Voices United 

 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
● Beth Kettle, who now lives in Penetanguishene, turned 95 on March 29.  Unfortunately, due to COVID, a party won’t be 
able to happen.  In order to help their Mom celebrate, Beth’s daughters, Barb and Karen, invite anyone from PVUC to send 
a birthday card, best wishes, etc. to help celebrate Beth’s exciting milestone birthday.  They said she would love to hear 
from many of her PVUC friends and bring back happy memories of the past as well as the present.  If you wish to email your 
wishes or send a card in the mail to Beth, please contact the church office for the contact details.  Happy 95th, Beth! 
 
 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT VOICE IS APRIL 16, 2021. 
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