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Ministers’ Messages: (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis 

 
It’s the first edition of Voice for 
2021. At the start of a new 
year it’s kind of traditional to 
ask how things went in the 
year just past and what are 
the hopes and dreams as we 
look ahead? I don’t think it will 
surprise anyone to hear that 
2020 was not the best year 
we’ve ever experienced at 
PVUC! I was talking with 

someone just a few days ago and lamented that the 
circumstances we have found ourselves in mean that I 
haven’t seen the vast majority of our congregation face to 
face in about 10 months. That obviously has had an 
impact on the sense of community and connection we 
have at PVUC. We’re accustomed to “church” being a 
social place. We come together to worship, to eat, to talk 
– to share in so many ways. We have phone calls and 
Zoom gatherings and email blasts and Voice to help us 
keep informed, but none of that makes up for the human 
connection that we all feel is lacking, right now. And while 
both the church staff and the many volunteers we depend 
on have done fairly well, I think, over the last year, I’m the 
first to admit that we’ve made some mistakes, and that 
there are other things we could have done better. But I 
think back to the last sermon that I preached to an actual 
congregation sitting in the sanctuary – on March 15, 2020 
– when, as we looked forward into the then unknown 
future, I asked for grace as I reminded you that neither 
Karen nor I had been trained in how to minister to a 
congregation during a pandemic. We’ve learned a great 
deal about that over the last 10 months, but there’s still 
learning going on, and we’re not perfect, so I’m going to 
continue to ask you for grace as we feel our way through 
the uncertainties of the coming weeks and months.  
 
But, let’s be hopeful. 
(continued on page 2)  

Rev. Karen Smart 
 
This January marked a 
milestone for my ministry.  I have 
served 25 years in paid 
accountable ministry.  I thought it 
might be appropriate to 
celebrate by sharing the steps in 
my faith journey with you. 
 
I am a “border city baby”.  My 
father was a US citizen, and my 
mother was Canadian.  We had 

homes in both countries.  I went to school in Detroit and 
we spent weekends and vacations in Kingsville in 
southwestern Ontario.  I was baptized as an infant in 
Epworth United Church. 
 
As I started grade 6, we sold our home in Detroit and 
immigrated to Canada. I became very involved at church.  
When my mother died very suddenly (I was 15) the rest 
of my family moved back to Detroit.  I stayed in Kingsville, 
living in my own apartment.  I had wonderful support from 
my Epworth United Church family.   
 
I then went to University of Windsor taking an Honours 
Degree in Scenic Design for the Theatre and Fine Art.  I 
hoped to be a teacher, but they were laying off many 
teachers in those days, so it did not seem wise to go in 
debt to go to Teacher’s College. At graduation, I was 
offered a place at Wayne State University’s Master of 
Scenic Design Program ….  but I took the best offer.  I 
accepted Tom’s proposal of marriage and we came to 
Ajax where he began his career on the engineering staff 
at Ontario Hydro/Ontario Power Generation. 
 
I went to work managing a commercial mortgage 
portfolio. I enjoyed the work and went to night school 
taking courses in Economics and Real Estate Appraisal 
and became qualified as a Commercial Real Estate 
Appraiser. 
(continued on page 2) 
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MINISTERS’ MESSAGES: 
(Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis (continued from page 1)  

Paul’s Letter to the Romans tells us that “We were saved in hope. If we see 
what we hope for, that isn’t hope. Who hopes for what they already see? But if 
we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with patience.” Paul is telling us 
that we need to continue to hope even in the bleakest of times, because 
somehow and in some way in the midst of whatever trial we’re facing, God is 
going to act. So here at PVUC we continue to move forward. We don’t know 
when we’re going to re-open for worship. Our Council and Re-Opening Task 
Group have made the decision that to open for limited numbers just because we 
can is not the responsible way of proceeding right now. So we continue with 
recorded services and online worship and various other ways of using 
technology to gather us together, sure in the hope that, as Psalm 30 tells us, 
while weeping lasts for a night, joy comes in the morning. 
 
T.S. Eliot wrote that “Last year’s words belong to last year’s language and next 
year’s words await another voice.” What those words say to me is that the past 
is past and can never be recaptured and so while we may remember it we 
shouldn’t become lost in nostalgia for it and the future is unknown. We have to 
do the best we can today – in the moment – not oblivious to how our words, 
decisions and actions impact the future, but doing our best to live with grace and 
in peace as we await all the tomorrows to come. Essentially, we have to treat 
every day as a new beginning, learning from the past but not locked in the past; 
hopeful for the future rather than fearful of the future. 
 
One specific new beginning that needs to be mentioned is that Dianne Catchpole (assisted by her daughter Katelin) is 
serving as editor of Voice now, and this is her first edition. This was a job that had been done by Harcus Hennigar since 
before I arrived on the scene, and his care, hard work and dedication was always inspiring. But as the ancient Greek 
philosopher Heraclitus said, “The only constant in life is change.” So we welcome Dianne and wish her well in these new 
responsibilities she’s agreed to take on. I know she will do an amazing job for us! Thanks, Dianne, for doing this, and 
thanks, Harcus, for all your work with Voice over the years! 
 

Rev. Karen Smart (continued from page 1) 

But I was sensing a call to ministry.  Perhaps I can best name it as – my number crunching pencils and my creative paint 
brushes were not being used equally.  God has gifted me with both creative and administrative gifts and I am at my best 
when they are in balance.   God was calling me to a deeper faith.  The call was to use those gifts to teach, provide pastoral 
care and share the Good News with others.   
 
After Cameron, our second child, was born, I decided to stay home with our two sons.  Over time I felt the need to get back 
to work.   St. Paul’s United Church, Ajax hired me as the Lay Administrative Pastoral Assistant in 1993.  Presbytery 
encouraged that I go through discernment to become a Staff Associate Minister.   
 
I began that process which led to the opinion that I was being called to Ordained Ministry.  The biggest challenge was not 
going back to school for the Master of Divinity degree.  It was that settlement (placement anywhere in Canada) for your first 
call after graduation, would be impossible with Laura and her needs, two sons in high school and Tom’s job at OPG.   
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I applied to Emmanuel College for the Master of Divinity Program.  When I was accepted, I called my childhood minister to 
share the news with him, and he asked, “What took you so long.  I knew this call would come one day!”   
 

A 9-year plan was laid out (the maximum amount of time allowed to obtain the 4-
year Master’s Degree).  I also served simultaneously as Staff Associate/Student 
Supply at St. Paul’s from January 1996 to 2000.  I then accepted an appointment 
at the Greenwood Pastoral Charge.   
 
The plan was completed as laid out.  I went through my final interview and prayed 
about settlement.  I wept for joy when the decision was made to allow me to stay at 
Greenwood.  I was ordained in 2005.   
 
Then in 2010 I heard a call to go to serve at the General Council Office in the 
Governance Portfolio.  This was challenging work and I love a challenge! – but 
once again I found my pencils and my paint brushes were out of balance.  I missed 
working with children, young adults and providing pastoral care.  God was again 
calling! 
 
On June 1, 2016 I came to serve among you in our amazing PVUC family.   
 

Friends, during this journey, I have learned that it is important to take time to listen for God.  To be still and know God.  God 
gives us all of the gifts we need and if we use our gifts together, we become the Body of Christ.  I know deep in my heart, 
that God is with me, leading me, pushing me, supporting me and loving me.   
 
God has been with me on this 25-year journey.  In the good times and in the challenging times. God is good!  All the time, 
God is good. 

 
 
HARCUS HENNIGAR – 30 Years of Service at PVUC 
By Dianne Catchpole 
 
Many of you may not know that after years of service at PVUC, Harcus is stepping back from his positions of responsibility 
at the church for a well-earned rest. 
 
Harcus and Susan Hennigar began attending PVUC in 1991, when Rev. 
Howard Zurbrigg was our minister.  Chris and David MacCutchan were their 
neighbours and recommended PVUC to them.   (And we are so lucky they 
did!) 
This began 30 years of unstinting volunteer service at our church.  Harcus was 
Head Usher for 25 years, has worked on the Golf Tournament, the Snowflake 
Christmas Market and has edited the VOICE for the last 10 years. 
 
He has held various roles such as Member, Secretary, Vice-Chair and Chair of 
the Unified Board (now called the Church Council).  Also, Harcus has served 
as Elder, Trustee, and Chair of three different committees:  Mission and 
Service, Worship and Communications. 
 

Tom and Karen at Ordination 
 



 

 

PVUC VOICE   4      PVUC VOICE 
 

His talent with music contributed greatly to the life of PVUC.  Maybe it had something to do with the fact that Harcus was a 
professional musician who played with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra for 25 years!  He also taught at the RCMT (Royal 
Conservatory of Music) and University of Toronto for about the same amount of time.  Harcus mentioned that, “My mother 
was a pianist and music teacher so music was always important in our family.  Having her as an accompanist was an 
important inspiration in the early years.” 
 
When I asked Harcus,”What were two of your most memorable experiences so far at PVUC?” - both examples incorporated 
music:  “Colin leading the PVUC choir from the organ and piano,” and “our ‘PVUC Orchestra’”. 
In response to the question, “What do you think is one of the best qualities of PVUC?”  Harcus replied, “its welcoming and 
giving spirit”.  (Those two adjectives sum up Harcus perfectly too!) 
 
When it becomes possible in the future, Harcus hopes to resume travel to Scotland, one of the Hennigars’ favourite holiday 
destinations.  Hopefully, the pandemic will ease its grip this year and we look forward to seeing Harcus and Susan at PVUC 
when our doors open again. 
 
Thank you, Harcus, for all the years of dedication you have given to PVUC. 
 
Note:    The new Editor/Publisher of the Voice will be Dianne Catchpole (with help from her daughter, Katelin). 
 
 

NEW YEAR’S 2021 UPDATE FROM PVUC 
Chuck Hay, Chair of the Church Council 
 
In these challenging times, it is more important than ever 
that we remain connected with each other, even though we 
are unable to gather physically for worship or other events.  
I want to update you on the status of activities at PVUC, 
and remind you how you can help to get us through this 
pandemic. 
 
Given that Durham Region is currently in lockdown (grey) 
status, the church building is closed, except for essential 
activities [staff work, activities supporting the recording of 
worship, and key building maintenance].  Despite this, our 
ministry continues.  
 
Many activities are ongoing, including: 

1. Worship services are being recorded each week 
and are made available each Sunday morning on 
our website, www.pvuc.ca 

2. The weekly e-mail “Blast” continues to be 
distributed, containing updated PVUC information 
and a convenient link to the recorded worship 
service.  The PVUC VOICE newsletter continues to 
be distributed to share news with the PVUC family. 

3.  Ministry staff remain available to provide critical 
pastoral care and counselling (contact them directly 

or through the church office – see contact 
information at the end of this letter). 

4. Telephone messages and e-mails to the church 
office are being checked daily (Monday to Friday) 
and being responded to. 

5. Church Council continues to meet regularly, via 
Zoom, to conduct church business.  In these 
difficult times, the Council has established the Re-
Opening Task Group (ROTG) to provide additional 
focus on preparing for safely reopening the church 
when circumstances permit.  The ROTG meets 
every two weeks to assess the current public health 
status of our community, and to make 
recommendations to the Council on whether to 
remain closed to in-person worship or to resume 
worship with health precautions in place.  A plan to 
safely reopen in-person worship at PVUC has been 
created, and has been accepted by the East 
Central Ontario Regional Council of the United 
Church of Canada 

6. Church School continues to function in remote 
mode, with a church school lesson package being 
personally delivered directly to students’ homes 
each week. 
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7. Pastoral care needs have, of course, grown 
exponentially during these difficult times, and the 
ministers are spending considerable amounts of 
time addressing these needs. Further, the PVUC 
‘phone tree’ system continues to function, with a 
team of dedicated volunteers making regular phone 
calls to church members to check on their well-
being.  These callers are encouraged to keep doing 
this good work. 

8. The Tuesday Morning Craft and Fellowship group 
has found ways to use their talents to provide 
support and outreach, as have the UCW and 
Carrie’s kitchen team.  You will read the details of 
their significant work in the next issue of Voice! 

9.  The UCW purchased poinsettias for those who lost 
a loved one this year, and the Men’s Group 
assisted with the deliveries.   

10. Essential church property maintenance has been 
on-going, through the hard work of our Property 
Committee.   

11. While PVUC financial health, at the present time, is 
adequate to meet on-going expenses, including 
staff salaries, your continued support is needed.  
Your gifts may be made through whatever method 
you find most convenient (cheque via Canada Post, 
Pre-Authorized Remittance [PAR], e-transfer, or via 
the Canada Helps button on the church website).  
The church Treasurer and the Finance Committee 
have applied for financial support available through 
federal government pandemic programs, and 
PVUC has received funds from these programs. 

12. A PVUC Facebook group has been created, to 
offer another way for members to connect virtually 
with one another.  The name of the group is ‘PVUC 
Group Online’, and you can join the group by 
applying to the group administrator on Facebook. 

 
Of course, our church faces challenges.  In our leadership 
ranks, Council Chair Pam Spence recently resigned from 
this position for personal reasons.  Also, long-time 
Communications Committee chair Harcus Hennigar has 
retired from his post.  On behalf of the entire congregation, I 
wish to publicly thank both Pam and Harcus for their 
dedication and service to PVUC.   

To cover these vacancies, the following actions have taken 
place: 

• I have been appointed by the Council as 
Council Chair, until a new chair can be 
selected. 
• Dianne Catchpole, co-editor of the PVUC 
Voice, has agreed to assume the primary role 
in producing our newsletter. 
• Doreen Hallé has agreed to act as interim 
content coordinator of our email ‘Blast’.  
Shirley Whitely will continue managing the 
distribution of the Blast.  Questions or 
concerns about timing or content of the Blast 
should be directed to Doreen, but if you have 
material to be included in the next Blast, 
continue to send it to the Church Office at 
pvuc@pvuc.ca 

 
We need your on-going support to notify us of situations 
where pastoral care is needed, either for yourself, your 
immediate family, or any other members of our PVUC 
church family.  Please don’t assume the ministerial staff 
always know about situations where care is needed; please 
help us by sharing information. 
 
As you can see, the work of PVUC continues throughout 
this strange and challenging time.  I cannot thank our staff 
team and the countless volunteers enough.  Their work 
demonstrates clearly that PVUC is about Sunday worship 
and a great deal more.  These people deserve our thanks, 
support and prayers 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Contact Information: 
Chuck Hay        cell: 647-981-6140, 

         email charleshay343@rogers.com 
Steven Davis       cell: 289-213-8910, 

          email stevendavis@pvuc.ca 
Karen Smart        cell: 905-626-7552,    

          email karensmart@pvuc.ca 
Church Office      email pvuc@pvuc.ca 
Doreen Hallé       email dhalle@rogers.com 
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PVUC During the Pandemic:  Busier than You Might Think! 
By Dianne Catchpole 

 
 
 
During these turbulent past months of the COVID pandemic, with our church doors closed for much of that time, it’s been 
difficult to keep totally informed about what’s been happening in our church community. 
 
Recently, Chuck Hay, our Chair of the Church Council, sent out an email/letter which listed many of the ongoing PVUC 
activities which occurred from March 2020 to the present.  (His letter also appears in this issue of VOICE).  The following 
article written about the life of our church, hopefully, will add additional perspective and details, with emphasis on the input 
from four PVUC members. 
 
The problems of staying in touch presented some challenges.  According to Rev. Steven Davis, “When the shutdown first 
started we discussed a variety of ways to maintain a worship presence.  It came down to a choice between livestreamed 
worship on Zoom or recorded worship.  For a variety of reasons, we decided that Zoom would not be the preferable option 
and went with recorded services starting the week of March 22.  It was the right choice…Phil Cox told us that our services 
were being viewed by about 200 people.  I haven’t asked about the numbers recently, but it does seem that our ‘attendance’ 
is higher online than it was in the building!” 
 
In order to maintain a sense of community among the congregation, a church Facebook group was established to 
encourage interaction.   Personal communication was also addressed.  Both Steven and Karen decided to phone their way 
through the entire church directory, a project that lasted through the spring and summer!  Real-time Communion services 
have been held twice via Zoom. Steven also conducted an online spring Bible study after Easter on the resurrection 
appearances of Jesus and started a second one in October on the Gospel of Mark which will continue through February of 
2021.  
 
Our Rev. Karen Smart mentioned a number of other PVUC activities that have been ongoing:  “Church School lessons are 
being delivered, the Youth are meeting by Zoom, women have been sewing masks and the Property Committee has dealt 
with water leaks in the basement.  Volunteer PVUC telephone tree callers were established to keep in touch with our PVUC 
family.”  Keeping the lines of communication open has been a challenge, but we have been using technology to help with 
this goal. 
 
Ruth Webster, our PVUC Chair of Mission and Service, has filled her hours helping others both here and abroad.  She has 
been busy sewing 80 masks for children in Zimbabwe so they can go back to school.   Also, she has created dresses and 
shirts for some of the 700 orphans in the Karanda area.  (A note from Ruth:  “If any of you would like to help with this 
project, please contact me.)  Ruth has tried to keep up-to-date by participating in webinars hosted by various aid 
organizations like Amnesty International.  In her spare moments, Ruth has written her childhood memories to pass on to her 
grandchildren. 
 
And, of course, our PVUC UCW has been constantly working with ideas to help the outside community.  Below is an article 
written by Carolyn Webster, Co-President of UCW, which details their efforts. 
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What Have We Done During the Pandemic - UCW 
By Carolyn Webster  

 
During the wonderful summer days, a group of happy bakers got together and put together containers of cookies that were 
delivered to the members of the congregation. Everything was done safely and even the rabbits and squirrels respected our 
social distance rules. 
 
When there came a time that the people in lockdown situations were freed, we had two Lunches on the Lawn. One of these 
was to raise funds for the Food Bank. The other was for the UCW fund. 
 
As the summer continued there was a very successful Chilli Lunch at the bandstand behind the Pickering Municipal offices. 
The weather was chilli perfect and people quite enjoyed the opportunity to visit and see each other again. The proceeds for 
this went back into the UCW account so we could continue to support all the charities we have supported. It was a good 
feeling to know we could help the community. 

 
November was pie month. Orders went out online and very quickly 
the meat pie numbers sky rocketed. Two women, Carrie Green and 
Linda Hearns, worked tirelessly to provide people with their orders. 
This Herculean effort netted over 
$1,200. 
 
The entire congregation contributed $900 in gift cards. The money 
and gift cards were carefully split up and distributed to the following 
groups before Christmas. 
 
Ajax Food Bank 
Pickering Food Bank 
Joanne’s House 
Denise House 
Herizon House 
Cornerstone 

 
UCW supported the year end poinsettias for those who lost loved ones during 2020. 
 
Marilyn Cummins and Bernice Moreton have continued to make their beautiful cards. These have been appreciated by 
many folks in the congregation. Lois Polak and Jennifer Wells baked cookies for the Sunday school for many weeks in the 
early months. 
 
There are many ladies who are continuing their crafty ways at home throughout this time. There are so many talented folks 
who work ceaselessly for UCW. It is a very remarkable group of movers and shakers indeed. 

 

“The 2021 PVUC DIRECTORY is currently being compiled so if you have any changes to your 
contact information, please notify the church office ASAP via phone or email.  Deadline for changes 
is Friday, February 26.  Thanks for your assistance.” 
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WELLNESS AND SOCIAL CONCERNS: Pat Gottschalk 
 
Happy New Year to all!! 
As we enter a new year, still in the grip of pandemic restrictions and lockdowns, it occurred to me that we need to work even 
harder to address the concerns that are so much a part of what this committee is all about.  
Wellness: the state of being healthy, especially when you actively try to achieve this (Oxford Dictionary) 
Some definitions go on to elaborate health in body, mind and spirit. So here are some tips to get you started. In future 
episodes of VOICE, I will try to focus in on particular aspects. 

 
1. Eat well. That simple phrase encompasses so much! Eat a healthy diet, including a variety 

of healthy foods daily in the correct amounts. Try not to gain weight. And remember to 
include enough fluid. A good start is to aim for 5-10 servings of vegetables and fruit daily. 

              https://food-guide.canada.ca/en/ 
 

2. Exercise daily, as able. Try to get outside for a walk every day. This will provide sunshine 
(hopefully!) and fresh air in addition to the physical benefits of walking. Or, substitute 
indoor walking or seated exercises to get a similar cardiovascular effect. Exercise will 
increase the production of endorphins (the feel-good stimulators in the brain)! 

 
3. Feed your mind. Engage in activities that engage your mind. Read books, or watch 

documentaries, that help you learn something new. Or take an online course. Or work on 
challenging Sudoku or word puzzles.  

 
4.  Feed your spirit. This will be different for everyone, but watching the PVUC service 

weekly is a good way to start. Or find a TV service you enjoy if you don’t have access to 
the internet.  

 
One sure-fire way to fill your spirit is to help someone else. This could be by making a donation to a local food bank (leaving 
food items in the collection bin at your local grocery store) or by making a monetary donation to either a local food bank or 
to the Benevolent Fund at PVUC. Or, you could brighten the day of a friend or family member by reaching out to them with 
words of encouragement via telephone, e-mail or by mailing a short note. You would be amazed at how good you will feel 
as a result of trying to help someone else feel good! 
 

 
 

TUESDAY MORNING CRAFT AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP (TMCFG): Rowena Dunlop 
 

Thanks to the wonders of technology and the expertise of Chris and David MacCutchan this group has had a 
meeting on Zoom in the months of December, 2020 and January 2021.  Over 25 members logged on each 
time and everyone was pleased to be able to see and visit with church friends that they had not seen in a 

long time.  We plan to continue with this venture and our next Zoom meeting, if technology cooperates, will be 
Tuesday, February 16, at 10:30 a.m. when we can share what we did, or didn’t do, to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 
 
During the month of December, a Christmas card was sent out to each member of the group and if you were missed, we 
sincerely apologize.  Keeping track of all members can at times be an interesting endeavor.  We used the “Phone Tree” 
which had been formed for when a Craft Day had to be cancelled in the hope of reaching everyone. 

https://food-guide.canada.ca/en/
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Following up on our usual monthly activity of wishing people a happy birthday, 2 of the members are using our monthly 
birthday list and phoning members on their special day.  Apparently, there will be no happy birthday song, just 
congratulations! 
 
At the present time Herizon House is not accepting material donations 
(masks, quilts, etc.) but said that they would be accepting masks once 
the pandemic appears to be over.  They believe that we will all be 
using masks for quite a while. Meanwhile, the Muslim Welfare Home in 
Whitby (a safe haven for over 14,000 women and children, who do not 
need to be Muslim, established in 1996) is accepting donations.  Ajax 
Pickering Hospital is also continuing to accept knitted/crocheted baby 
hats and shawls.  I will take down what I have received at the end of 
January, so please do not hesitate to drop them off at my doorstep 
(7 Chadwick Drive, Ajax, 905-427-7702). 
 
The Scrap Bookers continue to make cards for all occasions so if you 
know of someone in our church community who needs cheering up or 
other emotional support please send their name along to us.  
 
So ladies, thanks for your continued work and stay safe! 
Rowena 

 
 
 
GIVING ENVELOPES: Peter Rebek, Envelope Steward, PVUC 
As the Envelope Steward, I would like to reduce the number of unused boxes of giving envelopes we currently store yearly 
in the church office. This will reduce the costs of our re-ordering these envelopes. Savings could result if envelopes do not 
have dates printed on the envelope, allowing unused boxes to be used the following year. However, I need your assistance 
in knowing your preferences. 
 
We currently have in excess of 20 boxes unused and unassigned for the 2021 envelopes.  Now, I plan to re-order the 2022 
boxes next month in order to save $.30 per box and allow for approximately 5 extra boxes for contingencies. Please 
complete the following short survey: 
 

1.   Do you want envelopes:  Yes or No? 
 
2.   Do you want the date printed on each envelope:  Yes or No? 
 

 
Please advise myself or Ruth Fox before the 15th of February.  
 
Thank you so much for your continued generous support of our community and for providing your preferences. 
 
Peter Rebek: prebek2@me.com 
Ruth Fox:  pvuc@pvuc.ca   or 905-683-4721      
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MISSION & SERVICE: Ruth Webster 
 
Greetings to all of our PVUC family who, in the midst of the pandemic, have faithfully contributed to the Mission and Service 
Fund of the United Church of Canada.  The past year has been very difficult for our M&S partners.  We hope to bring you 
information about their concerns through Minutes for Mission this year.  
 

                                                                                                                       
Meantime Dr. Paul and Pedrinah Thistle and all the staff at Karanda 
Mission Hospital try to hold things together.  The latest problem is 
that all of the washing machines broke down over the holidays. Parts 
have been ordered from South Africa, but it will be months before 
the machines are repaired.  Can you imagine trying to run a hospital 
without washing machines for all the laundry?  On the plus side, the 
container that left here in September has arrived. Please pray that 
the Thistles and all the staff at Karanda will have the strength 
needed for the year ahead.  

 

 

 
 
NEW BEGINNINGS INTERFAITH REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUP  
Update from Jane Stone, Co-Chair, NBIRSG and Ruth Webster  
 
As many of you know, NBIRSG was formed in 2015 during the Syrian humanitarian crisis.  Three faith groups (DFUC, 
Pickering Village United, and the Pickering Islamic Centre plus other community members) joined together to sponsor one 
or more Syrian refugees.  Because of government issues regarding Syrians at that time, we ended up sponsoring two 
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Eritrean brothers who had spent years in a refugee camp in Kenya.  Teame (40) and Amine Hadgu(30) arrived in Canada 
March 2016 and settled in Ajax.  In 2019 NBIRSG sponsored Malaz, a young man from Syria who was a refugee in  
 
Lebanon.  Malaz was well educated and independent and set off on his own. None of our money was spent on getting him 
established.  In the fall of 2019 our group started discussing who we would next sponsor and a couple of refugees were 
chosen but lost to another group.  We decided to wait until the spring of 2020 when we were told that more financial support 
might be forthcoming.  And then the pandemic hit and everything is in limbo. 
 
However, there is good news regarding Teame and Amine.  Both men married women who they knew and who were 
refugees in Ethiopia.  Teame and Simret had a boy, Adonay, born this past July.  Due to all the COVID restrictions we have 
only seen the baby in photos.  Simret’s younger brother joined them in October.  He is 17 and was sponsored by the 
government.  We have not met Berekat Alem yet.  And more good news….. Amine and Luwam are expecting a baby in 
April.   
 
Teame is working at Walmart and the pandemic did not interrupt this.  Amine is working at Value Village – he did have a 
brief interruption in his work due to the spring lockdown.  Despite the many COVID restrictions, they are very happy to be in 
Canada.  They have at least 3 sets of “Canadian parents” and we all keep in touch.   
 
Now for the bad news.  Teame’s and Amine’s sister and her family have been living in a refugee camp in the Tigray region 
of Ethiopia where there has been fighting. Many have fled to neighbouring countries.  Our New Beginnings group is trying to 
get this family on the United Church’s refugee default file so they may come to Canada.  Please pray for the safety of this 
family. 

 
 
CHANGES 
 
Our Sympathy 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 
 Virginia Bean 
 Gwen Moore 

      Remember days of gladness; Remember times of joy; 

 Remember all the moments that grief cannot destroy. 

                                                                                                   #494 Voices United 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Alana Donovan (adult) – January 8, 2021 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 

                                Ephesians 4:5 

New Members 
We welcome the following new member to PVUC: 
Alana Donovan – January 8, 2021 

The peace that Christ gives is to guide you in the decisions you make: for it is to this peace that God has called 

you together in one body.   Colossians 3:15 

 

Thank You 
We would like to thank all members for their kind letters, cards, emails & phone calls at the time of Charlie's passing.  It did 
help to know that we had so many good friends. It was especially hard because we couldn't see people & get a hug. 
Love you all, Susan Hill, Kathryn Ferrante & Scott Hill  
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
* It is with great joy and love that we welcome Connor William Swailes into our family. Connor arrived at 2:30 a.m., Friday 
January 8 at the Northumberland Hills Hospital in Cobourg. He measured in at 9 lb. 9 oz. and 21 3/4 inches long. Our daughter 
Emily and her husband Lawrence are thrilled and the whole family is doing well. - Brenda and Dean Short 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT VOICE IS FEBRUARY 19, 2021. 
 

2021 United Church Calendars 
 

These are available from the church office.  Cost 
is $6.  If you would like one, please contact the 

church by phone or email and arrangements can 

be made to get one to you. 
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