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Ministers’ Messages: (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis 

This is the last edition of Voice 
for 2020! I suspect that we 
can certainly all agree that 
2020 has been a year that 
none of us will soon forget. 
Queen Elizabeth once 
referred to the “Annis 
Horribilis”. 2020 qualifies. I 
wanted to offer some thoughts 
about what we’ve lost this 
year – but also about what 
we’ve gained because I 

always try to be a “glass half full” kind of guy and there 
must be something positive even about 2020. 
 
From the perspective of the Church, I think what we’ve 
lost most is the sense of community that is such a big 
part of what church and Christian faith are all about. We 
miss in-person worship. We miss coffee hour and 
bazaars and yard sales and golf days and corn roasts. 
We miss church suppers and lunches. Dare I say it – we 
even miss committee meetings. We still have some of 
them by Zoom – but there’s something special about 
actually sitting beside people and looking at each other 
face to face as we discern the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
together. It’s almost as if – both as a church and as a 
society – we’re working our way through the stages of 
grief (denial, anger, bargaining, depression, acceptance). 
We want this to be over; we want to move on; we want to 
get back to normal. From a biblical perspective, we’re 
lamenting. To lament that which we’ve lost is a very 
faithful response. There is, after all, an entire book of the 
Bible called “Lamentations”. To lament gives us the 
opportunity to pour all of our feelings (all of those stages 
of grief) out to God. To lament is to express our feelings 
about something we’ve lost. The Book of Lamentations in 
the Old Testament was a way for the prophet Jeremiah to 
deal with the upheaval caused by the destruction of 
Jerusalem. It’s important, I think, that a biblical book by 
that name was written by a prophet. Prophets speak for 
God – and the very existence of that book tells us that 

God laments with us. Truly, we are not alone – even in 
the midst of this “annis horribilis”, God is with us. But if 
God is present with us in our lament, then lament also 
points us forward to something new, something different. 
 
The church has changed over the last 9 months – not just 
PVUC, but the church in general. Some have referred to 
this year as the beginning of a new reformation. That 
might be a bit too dramatic. I’m not sure that our adjust-
ments to COVID will have the same impact on the church 
as the posting of Luther’s 95 Theses. But we are different 
and we will be different. In the words of Paul, “the old is 
gone; the new has come”. We’re frustrated because 
we’re not yet sure what “the new” is going to look like and 
that makes us a bit nervous. But perhaps going through 
this experience will open us to possibilities. The old 
stereotype of the church is that it’s a place where the 
words “but we’ve always done it this way” block any 
attempt to do something radically different. Maybe we’ve 
been forced to embrace some different ways of doing 
things. Maybe we’ve discovered some of them are all 
right. We’ll recover some of what we’ve lost but I hope 
we’ll hold on to this willingness to try new things; to take 
some chances; to believe – even when things seem to be 
at their most difficult – that there are always possibilities 
being held out before us.  
 
Some things do not change, of course. As the year 
moves to its conclusion, Advent and Christmas appear on 
the horizon. Yes, our celebrations will be different – both 
in church and at home. But Christmas is ultimately about 
the birth of Christ, the appearance of God into a hurting 
world. All things considered, if we can remember this 
basic point about Christmas, then Christmas 2020 may 
well turn out to be the most meaningful Christmas we’ve 
ever had. Even in an “annis horribilis”, God appears! I 
hope that’s the case for all of you. I wish you all a Merry 
Christmas! May we all look ahead with a sense of wonder 
and expectation at what amazing things God will do! 
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Rev. Karen Smart 
As I look forward, December will take us through Advent 
and Christmas. It is the time we wait for the coming again 
of the Christ child at Christmas and then celebrate his 
birth. It is a time of reflection, learning and a time for 
preparing. But this year will be very different! 
 
Ruth Burgess writes this prayer, CHOPPED FRUIT AND 
STICKY FINGERS 
 

God of the years, 
Come and meet us 
Through the rituals 
Of our preparations 
For the feast of Jesus’ birth. 
 
Help to pass on, 
Through chopped fruit and 
sticky fingers, 
The story of your love and 
sweetness 
In the living of our lives.  
Amen. 

 
There are many rituals of preparation to remember and 
pass on as we journey through Advent. They will be 
different this year. 
 
There are many rituals of preparation I have held onto 
from my childhood. I remember: 

• baking Christmas cookies with my mom. We would put 
on our aprons and be up to our elbows in flour, butter, 
icing and sprinkles. I look forward to a baking day 
each year. This year fewer cookies will be baked as 
fewer friends will be able to visit but we will connect in 
other ways. 

 

• my choirs at church and school preparing for our 
cantatas. I love so many of those songs and carols.  
Many of them are ingrained in my memory. I will miss 
our choir this Advent Season but I also know the most 
important thing is keeping safe. 

 

• An important ritual is 
reaching out to others – 
sending Christmas cards 
and gifts for those in need.  
This year we will send an 
extra gift to our Benevolent 
Fund families. If you would 
like to support this out-
reach, you can make a 
special donation to the 
Benevolent Fund. 

 

• The Christmas Pageants at church and school. While I 
will really miss working with our children to present the 
story of Jesus’ birth, the story will still be told. Special 
actors have been recruited to stand in for our children.  
While I am sure the children would bring an amazing 
presentation, these folks 
will do their very best to 
help us remember a 
foundational story of our 
faith.   

 
Our lessons for Church 
School will focus on how 
God has come to us in the 
messenger angels. I hope over this busy season, you will 
stop and listen to hear the angel voices bringing tidings of 
hope, peace, joy and love. Yes, things will be different 
this year, but these four key qualities remain – hope, 
peace, joy and love!  May you ponder each one them in 
your hearts in new ways. Perhaps this Christmas you will 
hear the angels as they share the good news of great joy 
to welcome Christ into our world once again! 
 
Have a Wonderful Time of Preparation and a Blessed 
Christmas!

 

UPDATE: ON-SITE WORSHIP SERVICES 

Chair of the Re-Opening Task Group, Bill Fox 

Due to the current rise in COVID-19 cases in the GTA, On-Site Worship Services are postponed until further 

notice. The COVID-19 situation will be reviewed by the Re-Opening Task Group on a bi-weekly basis. 

Please note that weekly recorded worship services are posted on the Church website.    
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2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES: Peter Rebek, Envelope Steward 
Dear PVUC Friends, Blessings to you for your ongoing financial support of Pickering Village United Church, especially in 
these difficult times - our needs are never ending. 
 
Although the Church is currently closed, it is still that time of the year when Offering Envelopes for the upcoming year are 
normally distributed. For 2021, we reduced the number of envelopes that we ordered. This means that for anyone with a  
number greater than 100, their envelope number has been reassigned to a lower number. If we have somehow missed you 
or you would like to begin using offering envelopes, please let us know. 
 
Envelopes will be available for pick-up at the Church on Tuesdays beginning December 1st from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. You 
can either contact the Church Office at 905-683-4721 or email pvuc@pvuc.ca or Peter Rebek at prebek2@me.com  to 
arrange a pick-up appointment. PLEASE NOTE THAT APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED IN ADVANCE TO PICK-UP 
YOUR ENVELOPES. If you are unable to get out to the Church, we will try to accommodate special requests to facilitate 
delivery. 
 
God bless you and may you stay safe and healthy! 
 

TUESDAY MORNING CRAFT AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP (TMCFG): Rowena Dunlop 
Thanks to the organization and forward 
thinking of this group, our Quilt of Valour 
was ready before the group’s meetings 

were cancelled due to the present 
pandemic. On Remembrance Day Sunday, November 8, 
Rev. Davis was able to present and discuss the TMCFG’s 
quilt during the Children’s Story and Remembrance Day 
Liturgy. He pointed out that the quilt is not just the result 
of those who worked on it directly but also those who 
continued the regular work in the kitchen, the crafters, the 
sewers, the milk mat makers and all the other regulars on 
Tuesday mornings. He went on to say that the making 

and donation of the quilt shows that we support Canada’s 
troops and their families. He finished with a prayer and a 
dedication of the quilt. The 2 accompanying pictures 
show each side of the quilt. It will now go on to the local 
distribution centre in Mississauga.  
 
We also continue to support the Church’s General Fund 
through the sale of our masks.  
 
Stay safe and get organized for Christmas, no matter how 
you celebrate it this year! 
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Wellness and Social Concerns Committee: Pat Gottschalk 
Due to Covid restrictions, none of our regular programs are operating at this time. With Covid case numbers increasing, it is 
unclear when these programs may return.  
 
With Christmas approaching, there is an increase in food insecurity in the community. I am sure many of the congregation 
would like to help to alleviate this situation. You can help address food insecurity by either donating food items to the food 
bank collection bin at your local supermarket or by making a contribution to PVUC’s Benevolent Fund. The ministers, who 
administer the Fund, will use these contributions to enhance the grocery card distribution to clients in need. Contributions to 
the Benevolent Fund can be made by cheque or e-transfer to PVUC, with “Benevolent Fund” identified in the memo line on 
the cheque or in the message with the e-transfer. As with all Church donations, this amount will be included on your receipt 
for tax purposes. 
 
For those who would normally donate a children’s gift on White Gift Sunday, please be aware that the Salvation Army’s “Toy 
Mountain” will be offered again this year. They accept donations of new, unwrapped toys or clothing for children and teens. 
Assuming the malls will still be open, the Toy Mountain collection site is located at the Pickering Town Centre. 
 

News from the Wider United Church of Canada: Tom Smart, PVUC delegate to ECORC 
and GC43 Commissioner 
Even in these times of COVID-19, much work continues in the wider church of The United Church of Canada at both the 
national level and at the East Central Ontario Regional Council – ECORC (to which Pickering Village United Church sends 
delegates). 
 
Update from the 2020 Annual Meeting of the 43rd General Council 
This on-line national meeting was held on Saturday, October 24 with about 250 people participating. We conducted routine 
business such as approving the financial auditor’s annual report. 
 
The commissioners also voted to accept a recommendation to declare our intention to become an anti-racist church. “This 
doesn’t mean we have achieved this goal,” explains the Moderator, the Right Rev. Richard Bott, “but we are taking a stand 
and saying we are publicly committed to eliminating systemic racism from our practices and policies.”  Being anti-racist 
means much more than simply refraining yourself from taking racist actions; it means active and on-going work to dismantle 
the hidden and unjust structures embedded throughout our society, including our church. 
 
There was also cause for celebration at the meeting where new General Secretary, the 
Rev. Michael Blair, was covenanted into his new role. For the last eight years, the Rev. 
Blair has been serving in the General Council Office, Toronto, as the Executive Minister, 
Church in Mission Unit which maintains the relationships with overseas and ecumenical 
partners, develops faith formation resources for the church and initiates advocacy 
campaigns for the denomination. 
  
Commissioners also said thank you and farewell to Nora Sanders, retiring as General 
Secretary after 13 years in the role. It should also be noted the next in-person full 
meeting of General Council (44th GC) was deferred from 2021 to 2022, at a virtual 
meeting of General Council held in June. The 2022 meeting will be held in Calgary. 
 
Fall Meeting of the East Central Ontario Regional Council 
The fall meeting of our Regional Council (the new body that replaced Presbytery and Conference) was a virtual one held via 
Zoom September 25 - 27.   
 

Rev. Michael Blair 
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Much vital but routine business was conducted, and highlights include: 
 • Commissioning of the 26 people who completed the Licensed Lay Worship Leader renewal process. 
 • Ordination of several people, including two who are familiar to many in our community of faith: Michiko Bown-                     
 Kai, and Kim Lawrance (minister at Mt. Zion United Church in north Pickering). 
 
Our own Church was an essential link in this on-line meeting; the technical work was done from our building by (the 
physically distanced) Karen Smart and Jean Wilson, minister at the Castleton-Grafton pastoral charge. It was interesting to 
experience the many ways the Zoom platform is able to support our meetings. 
 

MISSION & SERVICE: Ruth Webster 
Looking for ideas for meaningful Christmas gifts?  Why not consider making an extra donation to the Mission & 
Service Fund to support its vital work. Not sure how your donations are used?  
 Out of each $100: 
    $22 supports local ministries 
    $19 to community justice work 

   $18 for faith formation 
   $18 goes to global Mission & Service 
   $17 supports the National Indigenous Church 
   $6 for theological education and vocation of ministry support 
 
AND a gift to support the work of the Thistles at Karanda Mission Hospital can make a big difference. The brunt of the 
pandemic has not hit Zimbabwe but there is a drop in essential services. School closing has led to a surge in teen 
pregnancies and child marriages. 
 
On a happier note, Pedrinah was voted vice-president of the new Nurses’ Council of Zimbabwe. 
 
Tax deductible donations for The Thistles can be mailed to TEAM of Canada, #372 – 16 Midlake Blvd SE, Calgary, AB, T2X 
2X7.  Please write “The Thistles” on the subject line. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wash buckets for our 140 Mt. Darwin 

District Schools, courtesy of  

our AWANA program 

Incubators from Canada … 

Thanks to Rotary Clubs in Ottawa and Harare! 
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CHANGES 
Our Sympathy 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 
 Charlie Hill, husband of Susan Hill 
 Lorraine Swain, mother of Tammy and Holly 
      Remember days of gladness; Remember times of joy; 

Remember all the moments that grief cannot destroy. 

                                                                                                   #494 Voices United 

 

THANK YOU  
PVUC family for your love, support, prayers and lovely encouraging sympathy cards on the passing of my dear husband 
James Khan. With grateful heart, Zarina Khan 
 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
● Happy 45th Wedding Anniversary to Pam and Dave Spence, married October 18, 1975. Best wishes from their families!  
 
● Congratulations to Michael Spence as current legal counsel with Cardtronics and to Darren Correia on his new position at 
OPG, Darlington, January, 2021! 
 
● In retirement changes happen, one chapter closes and another one begins. So, with our impending move to Tillsonburg in 
January, we will be closing our chapter at P.V.U.C. Once we settle in our new home, we will be looking for a congregation 
that is as welcoming as you have been over the years to our family. We will continue to watch some of the services online 
and we will miss and cherish the friendships that have grown over the years. Thanks and God Bless. Paul & Tracey Blouin. 
 
● Rosemary Nash is very excited to be a first-time Grandmother to Jordan Rae Nash, born to Blair Nash and Chantalle 
Journeau on Sat. Nov. 7, 2020 at the Pembroke Hospital. Congratulations to all! 
 

Deadline for next Voice: 
Friday, January 22, 2021. 

Tanatswa, a young boy rehabilitated 

after a landmine explosion 

The Thistle four in front of  

their home at Karanda 



 

PVUC VOICE   7      PVUC VOICE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


