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Ministers’ Messages: (Rev.) Dr. Steven Davis 

October has always been one of my favourite months. As a child the month was mostly 
memorable for how it ended – with the excitement of Hallowe’en. The fun would start earlier in 
the month as we searched for just the perfect costume for me to wear – because, of course, 
there would be costume day at Knob Hill Junior Public School to be ready for and then would 
come the big night. My memories of Hallowe’en night are probably a little bit different from many 
people’s. I grew up in an apartment building on Danforth Road in Scarborough so my trick or 
treating tended to be indoors. I don’t have memories of trudging through fallen leaves, or howling 
winds blowing, or spooky yards to walk through. Some might consider that a loss (although I got 
to experience it later in life with Hannah when she was a little girl) but there were advantages. It 
didn’t matter how cold it was, falling rain or snow didn’t hinder us and if I remember correctly the 
superintendent of the building we lived in dimmed the lights somehow (I doubt they were on a 
dimmer in those days so he probably just removed some bulbs from some of the lights) in order 

to create that spookier environment. There were a lot of us “apartment kids” and we would travel in groups up and down the 
various stairwells, knocking on all the doors on all the floors – and it was a big building! I’d get my Hallowe’en bag filled 
quickly, have to run back to my own apartment to empty it and then go back out. Getting four or five full bags of candy on 
Hallowe’en night wasn’t uncommon. I have to say – those were good memories, even if they were entirely indoor memories. 
 
As I grew older I learned to appreciate different things about October. Cool crisp air in the morning and evening but often 
with a hint of summer struggling to hang on during the day; red and gold and orange and brown leaves on trees that were 
once all green. In terms of declaring the beauty of God’s creation, God planned October well! October was going to be an 
even more exciting month this year as well. We were going to re-open the Church for worship! We were going to say to the 
pandemic – “We made it! We got through! You couldn’t beat us!” Well, it didn’t work out – quite yet. We usually attribute the 
phrase to John Steinbeck but it was actually the Scottish poet Robert Burns who first wrote the words: 
 

The best laid schemes o’ mice an’ men 
Gang aft agley 

An’ lea’e us nought but grief an’ pain. 
 
The pandemic hasn’t beaten us – nothing will ever defeat the people of God and the Church of Christ – but for now we had 
to make the difficult but responsible decision in the circumstances to put off the re-opening of worship and we’ll continue to 
worship online through recorded services for now. This being our anniversary month (our 203rd here at PVUC) I find myself 
wondering what our forebears would have thought of our plight? Over the summer I read a short book by Grant Karcich 
called “Scugog Carrying Place.” It was a description of an old native trading trail that ran from Lake Ontario in Oshawa north 
to Lake Scugog and then turned northwest to link up with communities along Lake Simcoe. It described not only the trail 
itself but also both native and settler communities that would have been found along the way. It made it clear that life at the 
time was a constant and daily struggle for the most part but that the people who lived along the route found reason and 
opportunity to be thankful for what they had rather than to lament what they didn’t have. There was little about Pickering or 
Ajax in the book (Oshawa was actually a long way away during the years the book was describing) but I suspect conditions 
weren’t much different here. Those who founded the early churches in the area probably wouldn’t have thought it  as too 
much of a hardship to be able to sit on comfortable sofas in a warm home and watch worship services in what would have 
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seemed to them to be a magic box. In honour of those who came before us in faith, then, let’s put up with the inconvenience 
for a little while longer. 
 
We will, of course, overcome our current challenges. We will be back in the sanctuary to worship. The sign outside St. 
Andrew’s United Church in Beaverton has said for months now “Stay Safe! We Need To Meet Again.” And we do. And we 
will. Not now, perhaps – but we will. For now, stay safe, stay faithful and stay healthy. And remember – God is good! 
 

Re-Opening Task Group: Bill Fox 
The ROTG is made up of the following members: Rev. Steven Davis, Rev. Karen Smart, Doreen Hallé, Tom Smart, Douglas 
Brown and Bill Fox. This group has been meeting for a while now and collectively we have created a plan to allow for safe 
and healthy in-person worship. This plan was approved by the PVUC Council and 
submitted to the United Church’s Eastern Ontario Region Council. The plan can be 
viewed on our website. Our plan was to begin in-person worship on October 18, 2020. 
With the recent rise in COVID cases in the GTA, the ROTG proposed to the PVUC 
Council that in-person worship be postponed indefinitely. This was also approved by 
the PVUC Council.  
 
It is our intention to review the COVID health status on a biweekly basis. When we 
believe it is safe to begin in-person worship we will contact the PVUC Council and get 
their approval to proceed. We expect that it will take approximately two (2) weeks 
from our decision to implementation. The time is needed to ensure that all necessary 
health and safety measures are in place and to train our volunteer ushers in the 
process. 
 
In the meantime please continue to enjoy our online video worship. 
(https://www.pvuc.ca/2007/06/03/sermons/) 

 
Wellness and Social Concerns Committee: Pat Gottschalk 
Due to Covid restrictions, none of our regular programs are operating at this time. 
 
We await direction from the Reopening Task Group (ROTG) regarding phased in 
resumption of services (Foot Clinic, Exercise Class, Food Bank). 
 
It is recognized that there is an increase in food insecurity in the community and many of the congregation would like to help 
to alleviate this situation. The food on hand in the pantry has been donated to St-Paul’s-on-the-Hill Food Bank. You can help 
address food insecurity by either donating food items to the food bank collection bin at your local supermarket or by making 
a contribution to PVUC’s Benevolent Fund. The ministers, who administer the fund, will use these contributions to enhance 
the grocery card distribution to clients in need. Contributions to the Benevolent Fund can be made by cheque or e-transfer 
to PVUC, with “Benevolent Fund” identified in the memo line on the cheque or in the message with the e-transfer. As with all 
Church donations, this amount will be included on your receipt for tax purposes. 
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UPDATE RE: ON-SITE WORSHIP SERVICES 

Chair of the Re-Opening Task Group, Bill Fox 

Due to the current rise in COVID-19 cases in the GTA, it was decided at this week’s Church Council 

meeting, for everyone’s safety, to postpone the On-Site Worship Services until further notice. The COVID-

19 situation will continue to be reviewed by the Re-Opening Task Group on a bi-weekly basis. 

Please note that the recorded worship services that are posted on the website will 

continue to be available.      

 

http://www.pvuc.ca/
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Rev. Karen Smart 
On Tuesday afternoons Tom 
and I take Laura therapeutic 
horseback riding at Windreach 
Farm. They re-opened for some 
of their clients if the client could 
bring two side walkers from the 
rider’s bubble. We know how 
good horseback riding is for 
Laura’s bone health, so we 
signed her up.   
 

 
The drive up Lakeridge Road (Durham Road 23) to 
Ashburn is where I see the most spectacular fall colours.  
It reminds me of the poem by Shirley Sallay: 
 

CHANGING SEASONS 
I think the forest is waiting today 
 For a change of the wind; 
She knows that she is seeing 
 A beautiful summer’s end. 
 
The birds are bidding fond farewell 
 And soaring on their way; 
They’ve been preparing many weeks 
 For this departure day. 
 

Flowers are resplendent  
 With last sweet blossom now, 
While shrubs and trees in crimson, gold 
 Are taking their deep final bow. 
 
Creatures scurry underfoot, 
 Gathering acorns and berries and such, 
Chattering loudly all the time 
 And lending a comic touch 
 
To the sadness that we all do sense 
 When summer fades away 
And fall takes up her palette 
 To begin her grand display. 

 
This poem speaks to me. We have been closing the 
swimming pool but our plants are still blooming. We will 
let them bloom until the frost comes. Tom’s chipmunk 
friend is looking for more food before he hibernates for 
the winter. The nights are coming sooner but we are still 
able to sit on our porch swing for a while each evening to 
enjoy some fresh air before bed.   
 
I don’t know about you but I feel especially sad this year 
to see summer go. In these COVID days, it has brought 
joy to be outside moving around. I know it will be 
challenging to be inside more as winter comes. I also 
know that God gives us everything we need. God gives 
us the beautiful fall colours. God gives us ways to stay in 
touch and feel close to those around us. Please keep in 
touch on the PVUC facebook group, by phone or any 
other way you are able to do so. This community is 
important to us and to God. We are God’s people. God is 
always with us. We are blessed and we are loved! Take 
time to give thanks to God! 
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Deadline for next Voice: 
Friday, November 20, 2020. 

 
FINANCE: Bill Fox, Treasurer 
Hello to everyone from the Finance group. Just to let you know the Church is still operating financially; we are in survival 
mode. As you all know there has not been in-person worship for some time. As a result givings are down on a week-to-week 
basis. We have borrowed money from the Trustees ($10,000) and received Government Grants (TEWS from ADP 
$3,646.67 and CEWS from Federal Government $21,001.12). Without this extra help we would have been in dire straits. 
As we should all be back from our summer vacations (lol), we need to build up our coffers a lit bit. As such we would like to 
hold another Thank Offering on Sunday, November 15, 2020. As we will not be meeting in-person there are couple ways for 
you to participate: through e-transfers using the GF-Treasurer@pvuc.ca email account, in the Church mail box (it is checked 
daily), by enrolling in PAR (pre-authorized remittance – contact the Church Office for more info) and lastly by mail. 
 

MISSION & SERVICE: Ruth Webster 
Your generosity funds vital work.  All Mission & Service giving is applied entirely to six program areas. Support services 
required for program delivery include finance, information technology, human resources and communications. These areas 
are: 
 Support for Local Ministries 
 Community and Justice Work 
 Faith Formation 
 Global Mission & Service 
 National Indigenous Church 
 Theological Education and Vocation of Ministry Support 
 
Mission & Service is our hope, love and gratitude expressed through giving. When we give to Mission & Service, we reach 
out to our neighbours to offer healing and hope in Canada and across the world. May you be blessed in this time of 
pandemic as you share with others. 
 

CHANGES 
Our Sympathy 
We regret to announce the deaths of: 
 Marjorie Collins, sister of Marion Luik 
 Jimmy Khan, husband of Zarina Khan 
 Marie Legassicke 
 Sylvia Szepesi, sister of Bernice Moreton  
     Remember days of gladness; Remember times of joy; 

Remember all the moments that grief cannot destroy. 

                                                                                                   #494 Voices United 

Marriages 
Rob Pennington and Nancy Fitz-Gerald – September 26, 2020 

Marriage is to be honoured by all. 
 

Thank You 
Our family wishes to thank Karen, Steven and the congregation for their love, support and prayers throughout Marjorie’s 
illness. She deeply valued her friendships with all in our Church family. Marion Luik 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
● Congratulations to Michiko Bown-Kai who was ordained on September 19, 2020.  We would 
like to wish Michiko all the best as they start out on their journey of ministry! 
 
 
 
 
 
● Happy 45th anniversary to David and Chris MacCutchan. They were married on Sept. 20, 
1975.  Best wishes to you both! 
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