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Earth Hour — celebrated glo-
bally on March 26, 2011, from 8:30 
to 9:30 p.m. — began as a project 
in Sydney, Australia, in 2007. 
Organized by the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF), the event encour-
aged citizens to turn o! the lights 
for one hour to draw attention to 
climate change.

From the 2.2 million Austral-
ians who participated four years 
ago, Earth Hour has become a 
global phenomenon, celebrated 
by more than 1.3 billion people in 
128 countries around the world. 
It is now the largest environmen-

tal grassroots movement yet.
According to the WWF, that’s 

just the beginning. 
“If we can do this, imagine 

what else we can achieve?” asks 
a WWF Earth Hour video. “Imag-
ine what could happen if we went 
beyond that hour?”

The answer, according to The 
Energy Report : 100% Renewa-
ble Energy by 2050, is to create a 
brave new world built on renew-
able energy systems. WWF Inter-
national, The Office for Metro-
politan Architecture, and Ecofys 
Netherlands, global experts in 
renewable energy, produced the 
report.

“By 2050, we could get all the 
energy we need from renewa-
ble energy sources,” said James P. 
Leape, director general of WWF 
International. “Such a transition 
is not only possible, but also cost-
e!ective, providing energy that is 
a!ordable for all and producing it 
in ways that can be sustained by 
the global economy and 
the planet.”

“Switching to renew-
able energy isn’t just the 

best choice. It’s our only option,” 
according to the report.

For further information 
or to read the WWF report,  
visit wwf.ca.
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billion people 
have no access to 
reliable electricity

billion people are dependent 
on traditional bioenergy for 

cooking and heating

million women and young 
children die every year from 

cooking fire fumes

deaths are caused by climate 
change annually, usually in the 

developing world
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